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TO MY 

FELLOW CITIZENS 

OF THE 

/ • "- 

UNITfD STATES OF Ai^RICA. 



I put the following work under your protection. 
It contains my opinion upon religiott^ You will do^ 
me the justice to remember, that jTTbave always 
strenuously supported the Right of dvery Man to 
his opinion, however different that opinion mi^ht 
be to mine. He who denies to another this rignt, 
makes a slave of himself to his present opinion, be- 
cause he precludes himself the right of chan^ng it. 

The most formidable weapon against errors or 
Qvery kind is Reason. I have never used any other, 
and I trust I never shall. 

Tour affectionate friend and fellow citizen, 

THOMAS PAINE. 

Luxembourg, (Paris,) 8th Pulvoise, 
Second year of me French Republic, one and 
indivisible. 
January^7,0. S. 1794. 
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AGE OF REASON. 



PART 1. 



It has been my intention, for several years past, 
to publish my thoughts upon religion ; I am wcBi 
aware of the difficulties that attend the subject, ana 
from that consideration, had reserved it to a more 
advanced period of life. I intended it to be the last 
offering I should make to my fellow citizens of all 
nations, and that at a time when the purity of the 
motive tliat induced me to it, could not admit of a 
question, even by those who might disapprove the 
work. ♦ 

The circumstance that has now taken place in 
France of the total abolition of the whole national 
order of priesthood, and of every thing appertaining 
to compulsive systems of religion, and compulsive 
articles of faith, has not only precipitated my in- 
tion, but rendered a work of this kind exceedingly 
necessary, lest, in the general wreck of superstition, 
of false systems of government, and false theology, 
we lose siffht of morality, of humanity, and of me 
theology mat is true. 

As several of my colleagues, and others of my 
fellow citizens of France, have given me the exam- 
ple of making their voluntary and individual pro- 
fession of faith, I also will make mine ; and I do 
this with all that sincerity and frankness with 
which the mind of man communicates with itself. 

I believe in one God, and no vnoiCk •. «tTv^ Wo^^ 
fbr huppiness beyond this life. 



I believe the equality of man ; and I believe thit 
religious duties consist in doing justice, loving 
mercy, and endeavoring to make our fellow cret- 
tures happy. 

But, lest it should be supposed that I believe many 
other things in addition to these, I shall, in the pro- 
gress of this work, declare the things I do not be- 
lieve, and my reasons for not believing them. 

I do not believe in the creed professed by ths 
Jewish church, by the Roman church, by the Greek 
church, by the Turkish church, by the Protestant 
church, nor by any church that 1 know of. My own 
mind is my own church. 

All national institutions of churches whether Jew- 
ish. Christian or Turkish, appear to me no other 
than human inventions, set up to terrify and enslave 
mankind, and monopoUze power and profit. 

I do not mean by this declaration to condenui 
those who believe otherwise ; they have the same 
right to their belief as I have to mine. But it jg 
necessary to the happiness of man, that he be men- 
tally faithful to himself. Infidelity does not consul 
in believing or disbelieving ; it consists in profesi' 
ing to believe what he does not believe. 

It is impossible to calculate the fkoral mischief 
if I may so express it, that mental lying has pio- 
duced in society. When a man has so far corrupl* 
ed and prostituted the chastity of his mind, as tD 
subscribe his professional belief to things he'doM 
not believe, he has prepared himself for the coA* 
mission of every other crime. He takes up tbi 
trade of a priest for the sake of gain, and in ordiK 
to qualify himself for that trade he begins With 4:^_^ 
perjury. Can we conceive any thing more def* 
tructive to morality than this .'* 

Soon after I Iiad published the pamphlet " Conr^ 
mon Sense," in America, I saw the exceeding prq^. 
ability that a revolution in the system of governm«rt 
would be followed by a revolution in the systenotf^ 
religion. The adulterous connection of cKurch adl.' 
state, wherever it had taken place, whether Je^ 
ish. Christian or Turkish, had so effectually pv^-^ 
hibited by pains and peiva\t\eB e^et^ ^\«>^wa»«(A 



L upon established creeds, and upon first principles 

oi religion, that until the system of goyernment 
n should be changed, those principles could not be 

brought fairly and openly before the world ; but that 

2: whenever this should be done, a revolution in the 

^! system of religion would follow. Human inventions 

fi and priest-crafl would be detected ; and man would 

return to the pure, unmixed, and unadulterated 

t belief of one God, and no more. 

-^ Every national church or religion has establish- 

\^ ed itself by pretending some special mission from 

D-v Crod, communicated to certain individuals. The 

Jews have their Moses ; the Christians their Jesus 
ei Christ, their apostles and saints; and the Turks 
tk their Mahomet, as if the way to God was not open 
!a.' to every man alike. 

Each of these churches show cehain books, which 
*u they call revelation or the word of God. The Jews 
Lc say, that their word of God was given by God to 
it Moses, face to face ;- the Chnstians say, that their 
. c^- word of God came by divine inspiration ; and the 
sc Turks say, that their word of God (the Koran) was 
e* brought by an angrel from heaven. Each of these 

churches accuse the other of unbelief ; and for my 
It own part, I disbelieve them all. 
:r As it is necessary to affix right ideas to words, I 
ij will before I proceed further into the subject, offer 
I some other oDservations on the word revelation. 

Revelation, when applied to religion, means some- 
*m thing communicated immediately from God to man. 
t» No one will deny or dispute the power of the Al- 
i mighty to make such a communication,if he pleases. 
b But admitting, for the sake of a case, that some- 
e thing has been revealed to a certain person, and not 

revealed to any other person, it is revelation to that 
t person only. When he tells it to a second person, 
> a second to a third, a third to a fourth, and so on, 
£ it ceases to be a revelation to all those persons. It 

is a revelation to the first person only, and hearsay 
: to every other, and consequently tliey are not ob- 

1 liged to believe it. 

r it is a contradiction in terms and \de;is,Xo ^^ 

f anjr thing a revelation that comes to xia ».\ a^cotA 
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hand, either verbally or in writing. Revelation if 
necessarily limitell to the first communication — af- 
ter this, it is only an account of something which 
that person says was a rev illation made to him; 
and tnough he may find himself obliged to believe 
it, it cannot be incumbent on me to believe it in 
the same manner ; for it was not a revelation made 
to me, and I have only his word for it that it WM 
made to him. 

When Moses told the children of Israel that he 
received the tables of the commandments from the 
hands of God, they were not obliged to believe him, 
because they had no other authority for believing it 
than his telling them so ; and I have no other an- 
thority for it than some historian telling me so. The 
commandments carry no internal evidence of divi- 
nity with them ; they contain some good moral prf> 
cepts, such as any man qualified to be a lawgiva, 
or legislator, could produce himself, without* har- 
iiig recourse to supernatural intervention.* 

When I am told that the Koran was written ia 
heaven, and brought to Mahomet by an angel, the 
account comes too near the same kind of neanijy 
evidence and second hand authority as the former. 
I did not see the angel myself, and therefore 1 haTe 
a riffht not to believe it. 

When also I am told that a woman called the Vir- 
gin Mary, said, or save out, that she was with chiM 
without any cohabitation with a man, and that hm 
betrothed husband, Joseph, said that an angel tQ^ 
him so, I have a right to believe them or not ; waA 
a circumstance required a much stronger evidence 
than their bare word for it ; but we have not evet 
this — for neither Joseph nor Mary wrote any awk 
matter themselves ; it is only reported by others tbd 
they said so— it is hearsay upon hearsay, and lH^ 
not choose to rest my belief upon such evidenct. ' 

It is, however, not difficult to account for thi 
credit that was given to 'the story of Jesus ChiH 

'^ It is, however, necessary to except the dedn^ 
ation which says that God visits the sins of the fr 
thera upon the children *, it ia contiaTy to ev«9 
/jr/nciple of raor?,l jua^ce. ^ 



bein^ tlie Son of God. He waa bom wlien tbe 
heatoen mytholgy had still some fashioaand repute 
in the world, and that mythology had prepared the 
people for the belief of such a story. Ahnost all 
the extraordinary men that lived under the heathen 
mythology were reputed to be the sons of some of 
their gods. It was not a new tfSng at that time, to 
believe a man to have been celestially begotten : 
th!e intercourse of gods with women was the famil- 
iar opinion. Their Jupiter, according to their ac* 
counts, had cohabited with hundrec^ ; the story 
therefore had nothing in it either new, wonderful, 
or obscene ; it was conformable to the opinions that 
then prevailed amon^ the people called the Gentiles 
or Mythologists, and it was those people only that 
believed it. The Jews, who . had kept strictly to 
the belief of one God and no more, and who had 
always rejected the heathen mythology, never cre- 
dited the story. 

It is curious to observe how the theory of what 
is called the christian church, sprung out of the tail 
of the heathen mythology. A direct incorporation 
took place in the first instance, by making^ the re- 
puted founder to be celestially begotten. The trin- 
ity of gods that followed was no other than a re- 
duction of their former plurality, which was about 
twenty or thirty thousand ; the statute of Mary suc- 
ceedea the statute of Diana of Ephesus ; the deifica- 
tion of heroes changed into the canonization of 
sjifints; the my thologists had gods for every things 
the church became as crowded with the one, as the 
pantheon had been with the other ; and Rome was 
the place of both. The Christian theory is little 
else than the idolatry of the ancient Mytnologists, 
accommodated to the purposes of power and reve- 
nue; and it yet remains to reason and philosophy 
to abolish the amphibious fraud. 

Nothing that is here said can apply, even vdth 
the most distant disrespect, to the real character of 
Jesus Christ. He was a vistuous and an amiable 
man. The morality that he preached aud^grwc- 
tised was ot tlie most benevolent kVnd *, «cc^^\}ciQiVi^ 
gimJJar syatema of morality had been pxewiVife^ «^ 



Confucius, ui J by some ofthe Greek pliilciso[iheTt, 
miuiy yeais before ; by the [juahera eince ; and hj 
many goad inea id a'J ages, it boa not been ejiDenl- 

Jeius Christ wrote no account of himself, of hi*. 
birth, parentage orjinj Jibing else; not a line ol 



writing. The bistory c^him is altogether the woih 
of othei people i Knd aa to the accOQDl given of hit 



: obliged to take him 
aarne manner, or tile first part of the story would 
have laJlea to the j^round. 

The wretched contrivance witli which thiti latter 

Cis told, exceeds every tiling that went before il. 
first part, that of tlie miraculoua conception. 
WHS not a thing that admitted of pubUcity ; aniL 
therefore the telTerG of Ihia part of the ttory had tJlit 
advantage , that though tbay luigtit not he croditdfl 
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all the rest of the world are called upon to believe 
it. But it appears that Thomas did not believe the 
resurrection ; and, as they say, would not believe 
without having ocular and manual demonBtration 
himself. So neither will I, and the reason is equally 
as good for me, and for every other person, as wr 
Thomas. .-^^ m 

It is in vain to attempt to palliate or disguise this 
matter. The story, so far as relates to the superna- 
tural part, has every mark of fraud and imposition 
stamped upon the face of it. Who were the authors 
of it is as impossible for us now to know, as it is for 
us to be assured, that the books in which the ac- 
count is related, were written by the persons whose 
names they bear ; the best surviving evidence we 
now have respecting this afiair is the Jews. They 
are regularly descended from the people who lived 
in the times this resurrection and ascension is said 
to have happened, and they say, it is not true. It 
has long appeared to me a strange inconsistency to 
cite the Jews as a proof of the truth of the story. It 
is just the same as if a man were to say, I will 
prove the truth of what I have told you, by produc- 
ing the people who say it is false. 

That such a person as Jesus Christ existed, and 
that he was crucified, which was the mode of exe- 
cution at that day, are historical relations strictly 
within the limits of probabihty. He preached 
most excellent morality, and the equality of man; 
but he preached also against the corruptions and 
avarice of the Jewish priests, and this brought upon 
him the hatred and vengeance of the whole order 
of priesthood. The accusation which those priests 
brought against him, was that of sedition and con- 
spiracy against the Roman Government, to, which 
the Jews were then subject and tributary ; and it 
is 'not improbable that the Roman government 
might have some secret apprehensions of the ef- 
fects of his doctrine as well as the Jewish priests ; 
neither is it improbable that Jesus Christ had in 
contemplation flie delivery of the Jewisli tkaXasstv 
from the bondage of the Romaiia. "BeiVw^^ii^^ 
tvfo, however, this virtuous Te^onaex «xvA. i«n<5^- 
ti€»aist hat bia life. 
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It is upon this-^flam narrative of facts/ togetlmr 
with anoUMF. eisa I am going to mention, tmlt tht 
christian mn^tbcdog^stBiealiing themselves the ohiip/ 
tian ohnrcb, have erected their fable, which Ibr 
absordilj and eirtravagance is not exceeded by uaj ^ 
thing that iff to be found in the mythology of tl» 
ancients. 

The anei«nt Mythologists tell us that the race of 
giants made war against Jupiter, and that one of 
them threw an hundred rocks against htm at one 
throw ; that Jupiter defeated him with thunder, and 
confined him afterwards under Mount Etna, and 
that erery time the giant turns himself, Mount £^ 
na belches fire. 

It is here easy to see that the circumstance of tbi 
mountain, that of its being a volcano, suggested tht 
idea of the fable ; and that the fiible is made to fit 
and wind itself up with that circumstance. 

The Christian My tliologista tell us that their Sft* 
tan made war against the Almighty, who defeated 
him, and confined him afterwards, not onder'a 
mountain, but in a pit It is here easy to see that 
the first fable suggested the idea of the second ; fas 
the story of Jupiter and the Giants was told maa^ 
hundred years before that of Satan. 

Thus far the ancient and the christiaa Mytholo- 
gists differ very little from each other. But the it^ 
terhaveeontrived to carry the matter much farther. 
They have contrived to connect the fabulous part of 
the story of Jesus Christ with the fable originating 
from Mount Etna; and in order to make all tihH 
parts of the stor^r tie toffetber, they have taken to 
their aid the traditions ofthe Jews ; for the christiia 
mythology is made up partly from the ancient iny- 
thology, and partly from the Jewish traditions. 

The christian Mythologists, afler liaving confiniir 
Satan in a pit, were oblig^d.to let him out again/|jt 
hriiig on the sequel of the fable. He is then ints* 
duc^ into the Garden of Eden in the shape of ^^ 
snake or asefpent, and in that shane he enters i 
familiar conversation with Eve, who is no way i 
prised to hear a «n%ke talk ; -and the.is8ue of tSjft^v^ 
tete-a'tete is, that he persuader Viet \o e^X. «a vcigs^^jMiifS' 
and the eaUng of that apple doixuaa «XV Tci«B&ut.Tva. . 
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After giving Satan this triumph over the whole 
creation, one would have supposed tliat the church 
Mythologlsts would havo been kind enough to send 
him back again to the pit ; or, if they iiad not done 
this, that they would have put a mountain upon him 
(for they say that tlieir faith can remove a moun- 
tain) or have put him under a mountain, as the 
former Mythologists had done, to prevent his get- 
ting again among the women^ and doing more mis- 
chief. But instead of this, they leave him ^t large, 
without even obliging him to give his parole — we 
secret of which is, that they could not do without 
him ; add afler being at the trouble of making him, 
they bribed him' to stay. They promised him all 
the Jews, all the 1 urks by anticipation, nine- 
tenths of the world beside, and Mahomet into the 
bargain. After this, wiio can doubt the bountiful- 
ness of the Christian mytliology ? * 

Having thus made an insurrection and a battle in 
Heavep, in which none of the combatants could be 
either killed or wounded — put Satan into the pit — 
let him out again — given him a triumph over the 
whole creation — damned all mankind by the eating 
of an apple, these Christian Mythologists bring the 
two ends of their fable together. They represent 
this virtuous and amiable man, Jesus Christ, to be 
at once botli God and Man, and also tlie Son of 
God, celestially begotten, on purpose t(^e sacrifi- 
ced, because they say that Eve in heflipAging had 
eaten an apple. ^ 

Putting aside every thing that might excite laugh- 
ter by its absurdity or detestation by its profaneneiSs, 
and confining ourselves merely to an examination of 
the parts, it is impossible to conceive a story more 
derogatory to the almighty, more inconsistent with 
his wisdom, more contradictory to his power, than 
this story is. 

In order to make for it a foundation to rise upon, 
the inventors were under the necessity of giving to 
the being, whom they call Satan, a power equally 
as great, if not greater than tliey attribute lo\.Vv.«> ^A.- 
miffhty. They have not only given \vVtiv X^\'a "'^onn^^ 
of liberating iiioiself from the pit, aiVftx ^\v«A.V>Msg 



cUU his fa11,bnt*eyhavemBdathiLt power increui 
nfttrwards to inGnity. Before this fall thej repn- 
tient him only us nn angel of limiUd existence, b 
tiiey represent the rest, Afler hU fall, he becamet, 
by their account, omnipresent. He eiisls eveiT- 
where, and nt the eaine time. He occupies the 
whole iinmenaity of apace. 

Not content with this daifinatioii of Satan, Uwy 
rcpteacnl hira nadefentins by stralflgom^n the sbips 
of an animal of the creauon, all tlie power sndwu- 
dom of the Almighty- They represent him as lmT- 
ing cumpelled toe Almighty to the direct owmi^ 
eiUier of aurrendering the whole of the enadoDta 
tils government and savereignty of this BBlan,ar 
uf oapitulating tor its redemption by coming down 
upnn enrth, and exhibiting himself upon ■ ttoti 
in ttieahapeof nntan. 

Had the in ftntors of this story tolditlbeconlnfj 
way, that is, had they lepreBented the Almighlf « 
compelling Satan to eihihit /drrtsflf on a cn>wb 
the shape of a snake, as a punishment for his UV 
tranigresBion.thestorv would have been le«aabiDi<l 
itroiJittt>rj', Ijut instead of tills they 
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that light up the sun, that pour down the rain, and 
fill the earth with abundance ? Whether we sleep 
or wake, the vast machinery of the universe still 
^oes on. A:e these things, and the blessings they 
indicate in future, nothing to us? Can our gioss 
feelings be excited hj no other subjects than traf e- 
dy and suicide ? Or is the gloomy pride of man be- 
come so intolerable, that nothing can flatter it but 
a sacrifice of the Creator ? 

I know not that this bold investigation will alarm 
many, but it would be paying too great a compli- 
ment to their credulity to forbear it upon that ac- 
, count ; the times and the subject demand it to be 
done. — The suspicion that the theory of what is call- 
ed the Christian church is fabulous, is becoming 
very extensive in all countries ; and it will be a 
consolation to men staggering under that suspicion ^ 
and doubting what to believe and what to disbe- 
lieve, to see -the subject freely investigated. I 
therefore pass on to an examination of the books 
called the Old and New Testament 

These books, beginning with Genesis and ending 
with Revelation (which by the by is a book of riddles 
that requires a revelation to explain it) are, we are 
told, the word of God. It is, therefore, proper for 
us to know who told us so. tliat we may know what 
credit to give to the report. The answer to this 
question is, that nobody can tell, except that we 
tell one another so. The case, however, histori- 
cally appears to be as follows : — 

When the church My thologisls established their 
system, they collected all the writings they could 
find, and managed them as they pleased. It is a 
matter altog(»iier of uncertahity to us whether such 
of the writings as now appear under the name of 
the Old and New Testaments, are in the same state 
ih which those collectors say they found them, or 
whether they added, altered, abridged, or dressed 
them up. 

Be this as it may, they decided by vote which of 
the books out of the collection they hadmajdfe,«ivc^\sXAL 
be the word of God, and whioh shouVd Tio\. '^\\«s 
rejected several ; they voted ot\iers to \>e ^o^3^>^S«^^ 



aa the bnoks culled 
a which hid a n 
e word of Uod. 



d the Apocrypha ; and th«d 
Qrity of vuteB,wete TOtBllU 
Had they voted othatwtl^ 



qJI tha people, Binca calling IhemBeln-s Chiirtiataa 
had believed olhorwiaii— for Ihe beUef of the oni 
enmes ftoai Iho vola of tha other. Who Iho ptf 
p\e were that did all this, i^e know nothing of, U^ 
called themaelvea by thb geneml nune of tk»> 
Church; and this \a all we know i>f the matter.. 

As we hare no other exlRmnl evidence or U 
thonty ibr believing those books to be the word d( 
God than what I have mentioned, which ib no evS 
dencB or authority stall, I come, in the next plac«t 
to examina the intemnl evidence contained -- '"— 
hooka themselveB. 

In the former port of this Essay, 1 have a 
of reveialion. — 1 now proceed liirther wHI 
Biibject, for the purpose of applying it to the 
ill qu^tion. 

Revelation i« a communicalion of BOme 
which the person, lo whom that thing la ifrvdi 
did not know before, for if I have di 
or seen it done, it needs no revelation 
have done it, or Been it, or to enable i 

ReTelation, therefore, cannot be ay 
thing done upon eartli, of which msji if . 

Qctor or the witness ; and conB«qiiently alllhsfi 
Inrlca] and anecdolnl part of the Kible, which ii' 

most the whole of it, la not within them — 

coropnss of the word revelation, andther 
lie word of God. 

When Simpson ran off wilh tiie g 

Cr:i:ta, if he ever did eO, (and whether H. 

15 nothing to us,)oi when lie visited his Deli] j 
caught-Ak foies. or did any thine bIbc, what 
levelatioit to dd with these thingB? li' Ihey « 
fnctB, he couM tell them himself; or his at — -' 
if he kept one, oould write them, if tliey fre: 
cither lolling or writing; andif tb^ were 
revelation could not make them true ; and 
true or not, wo aro neither the better nor t 
roF kaowiagiyima. Wlien'w«eontem?\i*n' 
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^ t mensity of that Being, who directs and governs the 
^^ incomprehensible whole, of which the utmost ken 
j^ of human siglit can discover but a part, we ought 
to feel shame at calling such paltry stories the word 
't of God. s f y 

_ As to the account of the creation, with which the 
-y book of Genesis opens, it has alt the appearance of 
"~' being a tradition which the Israelites had amonjg 

■ them before they came into Egypt ; and after their 
departure from tliat countrv, they put it at the head 

■ ' ,of their history, without telling (as it is most proba- 
1^ ble) that they did not know now they came by it. 
^ The manner in which the account opens, shews it 
'^ to be traditionary. It begins abruptly : it is nobody 
- ■ that speaks ; it is nobody that hears ; it is addressed 

to nobody ; it has neither first, second, or third per- 
son ; it has every criterion of being a tradition ; it 
has no voucher. Moses does not ts^ke it upon him- 
self by introducing it with the formality that he uses 
on otner occasions, such as that of saying, **■ The 
Liord spake unto Moses, saying." 

Why it has been called the Mosaic account of the 
Creation, I am at a loss to conceive. Moses, 1 be- 
lieve, was too good a judge of such subjects to put 
hia name to that account. He had been educated 
among the Egyptians, who were a people as well 
skilled in science, and particularly in astronomy, 
as any people of their day ; and the silence and cau- 
tion that Moses observes, in not authenticating the 
account, is a good negative evidence that he neither 
told it nor believed it — The case is, that every na- 
tion of people has been world-makers, and the Is- 
raelites haid as much right to set up the trade of 
world-making as any of the rest ; and as Moses was 
not an Israehte, he might not choose to contradict 
the tradition. The account, however, is harmless ; . 
and this is more than can be said of many other 
parts of the Bible. 

Whenever we read the obscene stories, the volup- 
tuous debaucheries, the cruel and torturous execu- 
tions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with which 
more than half the Bible is filled, it would V^^ \£k»t^ 
consistent that we called it the woiCioi^'Vi^Htfsii^ 
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L the word of God. It is a history of wielwd" 
, that hait served toJionupt and bruttilisi- dhd' 
my own pnil, I sincerely deteUlt 
tiling that is cruel. 
_ leet with any thing, a few phrasd 
?xceptedf but what deeerveB cither our nbhorrenw 
or our contempt, till we come to the miacelliineDM 
.ports of the Bible. In Iheunonyiiiomi publication!, 
the Psalma, and the book of Job, more particubi^ 
in the latter, we find a. great deal of etevaled seal]- 
nient reverentially expreased of the power and b*- 
nignity of die Almighty; but they aland on no high- 
er rank thai) many oUier compoaitiona on BinSv 

The Proverbs which are eaid to be SolomoB'^ 
though moat probaiily a collection (because Ihey 
discover n knowledge of life which hia sitiutlflB 
excluded him from knowing) are nn instruiittw 
table nf ethics. They are'interior in keennesB In 
the proyerba of the SpaniardB, and not more wist 
and economical than those of the American Frank- 
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There is not, tlirou^hout the whole book called 
he Bible, any word that describes to us what we 
all a poet, nor any word that describes what wc 
all poetry. The case is, that the word prophet, 4o 
i^ich latter times have affixed a new idea, was tlie 
Uble word for poet, and the word prophecying 
opant the art of making poetry. It also meant 
he art of playing poetry to a tune upon any in- 
trument of music. 

We read of prophecyinff with pipes, tabrets, and 
iorn«»— of prophecving with harps, with psalteries, 
rith cymbals, ana with every other instrument of 
nusic then in fashion. Were we now to speak of 
>rophecyin^ with a fiddle, or with a pipe and tabor, 
he expression would have no meaning, or would 
Lppear ridiculous,and to some people contemptuous, 
lecause we have chanj^ed the meaning of the word. 

We are told of Saul being among the prophets, 
md also that he prophecied ; btlt we are not told 
«rhat they prophecied nor what he prophecied. 
The case is, thjsre was nothing to tell ; for these 
Drophets were a company of musicians and poets, 
md Saul joined in the concert, and this was called 
prophecying. 

uid often eAravagant, and not admissible in any 
9ther kind of writing than poetry. 

To shew that these writings are composed in po- 
stical numbers, I will take ten syllables, ts they 
3tand in the book, and make a line of the same num- 
i)er of syllables (heroic measure) that shall rhyme 
with the last word. It will then be seen ^at the 
composition of those books is poetical nreasure. 
The instance 1 shall produce is from Isaiah : — 
"Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth !'* 
*Tis Ood himself that calls attention forth. 
Another instance I shall quote isfrom.themourn- 
fal Jeremiah, to which I shall add two other lines, 
for the purpose of carrying out the figure, and 
shewing the intention or the poet. 
"O ! that mine head were waters and mine eyes" 
Were fountains, flowing like the liquid skies ; 
Then would I give the mighty flood release, 
And weep a deluge for the human race. 
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Tlie account given of this affair, in the book at 
led Samuel, is, that Saul meta company of prophil|| 
a whole company of them ! coming down wilhl 
psaltery, a tabret, a pipe, and a harp, and that thM 
prophesied, and that he prophesied with them. N 
It appears aflerwards, that Saul prophesied badh ; 
that IS, performed his part badly ; for it is Baid,tM 
an ''evil spirit from God' * came upon Saul, aol 
he prophesied. 

Now, were there no other passage in the boc^ 
called the Bible, than tliis, to demonstrate to ustU 
we have lost the original meaning (if the wordpi^ 
phesy, and substituted another meaning in its plMi^ 
tills alone would be sufiicient ? for it is imposaiUeli 
use and apply the word prophesy, in the place iti 
here used and applied, if we give to it the senii 
which latter times have affixed to it. The maniuf 
in which it is here used strips it of all religious meu^ 
ing, and shews that a man might then be a propiMti 
or might prophecy, as he may now be a poet oroiB* 
sician, without any regard to the morality or immB' 
rality of his character. The word was origiDaDf 
a term of science, promiscuously applied to poet^ 
and to music, and not restricted to any subject 19^ 
on which poetry and music might be exercised. 

Deborah and Barak are called prophets, nqtlN* 
cause they predicted any thing, but because tbef 
composed the poem or song that bears their luiiMt 
in celebration of an act already done. David il 
ranked among the prophets, for he was a musidiBi 
and was also reputed to be (though perhaps mtf 
erroneously) the author of the Psalms. But Abn* 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob are not called prophet/; it 
does not appear from any accounts we have, tM 
they could cither sing, play music, or make poebj* 

We are told of the greater and the lesser pi^ 
phets. Thoy might as well tell us of the 



* As those men, who call themselves divines uA 
commentators, are very fond of puzzling one tt* 
other, 1 leave them to contest the meaning of tlM 
first part of the phrase, that of an evil spirit of 
God. I keep to my text — [ kee\) to the meaaiBf 
vfthe word prophesy. 
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i cf knowledge, (for it has uoUiing to do witb tiie 
• creation of knowledtye,) it is only in the living lan- 
guages that new knowledge is to be found ; and 
certain it is, that, in general, a youth will learn 
more of a living language in one year, than of u 
(lead language in seven ; and it is but seldom Uiat 
the teacher knows much of it himself The diffi- 
culty of learning the dead languages does not arise 
from any superior abstruseness m the lantruages 
themselves, but in their being dead, and the pro- 
nunciation entirely lost. It would be the same 
thin^ witli an\- other language when it becomes 
deacH The best Greek linguist tliat now exists, 
does not understand Greek so well as a Grecian 
ploughman did, or a Grecian milkmaid ; and the 
same for the Latin, compared witli a ploughman or 
milkmaid of the Romans , it would llierefore be ad- 
vantageous to the state of learnii^ to abolish the 
] study of the dead huiguages. and to make learning 
/ consist, as it originally did, in scientific knowledge. 
The apology that is sometimes made for contin- 
uing to teach tiie dead languages is, tliat they are 
taught at a time, when a child is not capable of ex- 
erting any other mental faculty than that of memo- 
ry ; but this is alt^igether erroneoos. The human 
mind has a natural disposition to scientific know- 
ledge, and to the things connected with it. The 
first and favorite amusement of a child, even before 
it begins to play, is to imitate the works of man. 
Jt builds houses with cards or sticks: it navicrateH 
the little ocean of a bowl of water witli a paper 
boat, or dams the stream of a gutter, and contrives 
something which it calls a mill ; and it interests^ 
itself in the fate of its works with a care that re- 
sembles affection. It afterwards goes to s(;liool, 
vrliere its genius is liillod by the barren study ^f a 
dead language, and the philosopher is lost in the 
lini^uist. 

But the apology that is no\v made for continain«r 
to teach the dead languages, could not be the cause, 
at first, of cutting down learning to the narrow and 
humble sphere oflinguistry ; the cause, thoref()f(», 
must be sought lor cisewhen'. In all researches f,^* 
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thle kind, tiie beat ^vidutice tbut oan lie produced, 
is iJie inleraal eTidence the thing carries with it- 
self, end the evidence of circumitajicei that uuitM 
u'itliiti both of which, in this caae, nre uot diffi- 
cult to be dUcovered. 

Putting Umu aside, as a mutter of distinct codm- 

darntion, the outrage offered to tlie moral JD»tioe of 

God, by BUpporangTiim to make the innocent sufiei 

f'Jt [he guilty , and also fortlie loo^e motility and low 

— 'riconceof'BiippoBing him to change himself ints 

ihape of a man, in otder to iimkeun tic ass to 

selflbr not ExeenlJDg hia BupjiuBtd wnUaica 

upaa Adam : putting, I any, those things saide, aa 

matter of distinct conFudonttiou, it js corLiJn iLat 

wbitiacalled the chcislianayBleiU of fiiiUr.inclnding 

it the whiinsical account of ibc crcali'^D — the 

ange itory o^Ve — the enakennii Ihcnpplo — the 

ibiguauB idea of a ninn-ffod — Uie ci^tporeal idea 

oflta death of Jgod— the mjlholcyicnl id,:a of a 

family of Gods, and tlie Clniition f ysleiii of atiCli- 
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z classed under two heads — anecdote and epiutolarj 
if carrespondence. 

I The four books already mentioned, Matthew 
Mark, Luke, and John, are altogether anecdotal. 
They relate events afler they h»i taken place. — 
■ They tell what Jesus Christ did and said, and what 
others did and said to him ; and in several instances 
they relate the same event differently. Revelation 
is necessari y out of the question witli respect to 
those books; not only because of the disagreement 
of the writers, but because revelation cannot be ap- 
plied to the relating of facts by the persons who saw 
them done, nor to the relating and recording of any 
discourse or conversation bj' those who heard it. 
The book called the Acts of the Apostles (an anon- 
ymous work) belongs also to the anecdotal part. 

All the other parts of the New Testament, except 
the book of enigmas, called the Revelations, ore a 
collection of letters under the name of epistles ; and 
the forgery of letters has been such u common 
practice in the world, that the probability is at least 
equal, whether they are genuine or forged. One 
thing, however, is much less equivocal, which is, 
that out of the matter contained m tjiose books, to- 
gether with tlie assistance of some old stories, tlia 
church has kept up a system of religion very con- 
tradictory to the churacierof the person whose i^ame 
it bears. It has set up a religion of pomp and of rev- 
enue, in pretended imitation of a person whose life 
was humility and poverty. 

The invention of purgatory, and of the releasing 
of souls therefrom, by prayers, bought from the 
church with money ; tne selhng of purdons, dispen- 
sations, and indulgencies, are revenue laws, without 
bearing that name or carrying that appearance. — 
But the case nevertheless is, that those things de- 
rive their origin from the paroxism of the crucifix- 
ion and tlio theory deduced therefrom, which was, 
that one person could stand in tlie place of another, 
and could perform meritorious services for him. — 
The probability, therefore, is, that the whole theo- 
ry or doctrine of what is called ti\e i^d^txw^XAOTv 
(whjch is said to haiFe been accomp\\s\ie^\iV VV^ ^s^ 

C 



ond Vandnia ; 
of the Chrillii 
knowledge it, 
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msy be to belieT 
helees true, that the ige ol 
ignomoe commenced with the Cbristian eystem,— 
There wu more knowledge ill t)ie world before th&l 
perioii, than for laiDy centuries alUriranla ; and 
aa to religious knowledge, the ChristiiiD Bjatem, at 
already oaid, was only another Bpeciea of mjtho]i> 
gy ; luid the mythotogy to which it saccaeded wu 
acotruplion of an ancient system of tlieiam.* 
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ended. Ail the gods of that mythology , except Sii 
turn, were of modem invention. The suppoSM 




; «iid ocuiMqiwiitly it could not bo ho that 
what tho childron of Igmel 'did^ or what thoy 
att when thoy eamo dure. Tfauacoountofoatlngr 
iiiaiiJi<i,* which they tell ns was writ'ei by Mosei, 
extendi itself to the time of J'^aa, tie soccrssor 
of Mrses, as appears by the account ffiven in the. 
booh of Joshua, aQlor jhe children of Israel hod 
phased the river iJoriiui, and cime unto the bord(>r8 
of the land of Canaan. JDshua, chap. v. ver. 12. 
**jimd Ab fluanut emt$ed on the morrow^ afier they 
had mim ffAe o'd 00m cftke land; ne'Uker had the 
diVdnn tfUantd Moniia any mare^ but tkim did eat 
9fA»fmU tfike land of Canaan that yeatr 

•more remarkable instince than this occurs 
sronomy ; which, while it ah ?wa that Moses 
>t be the writer cf that bdok, dbows also the 
I notions that prevailed at Uiat time about 
In the third chapter of Deuteronomy, 
wakoag the conquests said to be made by Ifosf s, is 
<1 aTrnnntHf tne taking of O;, kin^ of Bashan, 
VVT. 11. " fli only Oiy kin or of fiashan, remained 
of tho nee of giants \ behoLd, his b^edttead was a 
bedstead of iron ; is it not in Rabbath of the child' 
ren of Ammon?' nine cn^uts was the length th«>reof, 
and f tnr cubits the breadth of it, alWr the cubit of a 
man" A cubit ia 1 foot 9 8BS-1000ths inches ; the 
lonflrth, theref-^re, of the bed was 16 feet 4 inches, 
and the breadth 7 feet 4 inches ; thus mucli f ^r the 
pant's bed. Now for the historieal part, which, 
tnonaih the evidence is not so dixect and positive 
as in the former cases, it is nevertheless verv pre- 
aomable and corroborating evidence, and is better 
than the hest evidence on the contrary s'de. 

The writer, by my of proving the existence of 
thu giant, re&ra to his bed as an ancient relict, and 
says, is it not in Rabbath (or Rabbah) of the oh'ld- 
ren 6f^ Ammon ? meaninqf that it is; f>r such is 
frequently the Bible methcd rf affirming a thing. 
Fut it could not be Moses that sa'd this, because 
Moses cnnld kncv* nrlhing abrut Rrillah, nor of 
what was in it. Rabbah was n-^t a ci ty belonginof 
t^ thi* giant kinTf n-v was it one of the cities that 
MamBiook. The kngwladge , the r gfbi e ^ that tlu* ^ 
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itself. Eyery man is an evidence to himself, that he 
did not make himself; neither couM^iis father make 
himself, nor his grandfather, nor any of his nice ; 
neither could any tree, plant or animal moke itself; 
and it is the convibtion arising from this evidence, 
that carries us on, as it were by necessity, to the 
belief of a first cause externally existing, of a ^ature 
totally different to any material existence we know 
of, and by the power of which all things exist ; and 
this first <!aUse man calls God. 

It is only by the exercise of reason, that itian can 
discover Crod. Take away that reason, and . he 
would be incapable of understanding any thing; and 
in this case, it would be just as consistent to read 
even the book called the Bible to a horse as to a 
man. How then is it that those people pretend to 
reject reason ? 

Almost the only parts in the book called the Bi« 
ble, that convey to us any idea of God, are some 
chapters in Job, and the 19th Psalm ; I recollect no 
other. Those parts are true deistical compositions ; 
for they treat of the Deity through his works. They 
take the book of creation as the work of God ; they 
refer to no other book, and all the inferences they 
make are drawn from that volume. 

I insert in this place, the 19th Psalm, as para^ 
phrased into English verse by Addison. I recollect 
not the prose, and where I write this I have not 
the opportunity of seeing it. 

The spacious firmament on high, 

.With all the blue etherial sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame. 

The great original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun from day to day, 

Does his Creators power display, 

And publishes to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 

Soon as the evening skades prevail, 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

And nightly to the list'ning earth, 

Repeats the story of her birth ; 

W/iilst all the^ «t&T9 thsil tomiii W Vmn^ 
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And all the planets, in their turn, 

Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 

What though m solemn silence all 

More round this dark terrestrial ball ; V 

What though no real Vbice, nor sound, 

Amidst theu: radient orbs be found, 

In reason^s ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

Forever singing as they shine, 

Tho hand that made us is divii>e. 

What more does man want to know than that the 
hand, or pQwer that made these things is divine, is 
omnipotent ? Let him believe this with the force it 
is impossible to repel, if he permits his reason to act, 
and his rule of moral life will follow of course. 

The aUusions in Job have all of them the same 
tendency with this Psalm ; that of deducing or pro- 
ving a truth, that would be otherwise unknown 
from truths already known. 

I recollect not enough of the passage in Job, to 
insert them correctly ; but there is one occurs to 
me that is applicable to the subject I am speaking 
upon. " Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty to perfection ?*' 

I know not how the printers have pointed this 
passage, for I keep no JBible ; but it contains two 
distiirot questions, that admit of distinct answers. 

l^irst — Canst thou by searching find out. God? 
Yes ; 'because in the first place, I know I did not 
make myself, and yet I have existence ; and by 
searching into the nature of other things, I find that 
no other thing could make itself; and yet millions 
of other things exist ; therefore it is, that I know, 
by positive conclusion resulting from this search, 
that there is a power superior to all those things, 
and that power is God. 

Secondly — Canst thou find out the Almighty to 
perfection ? No ; not only because the power and 
wisdom He has manifested in the structure of the 
Creation that I behold, is to me inoomi^t«\\e.Ti<&\Vs\.^^ 
but because ey^n ^i^ majiife&talioTi, ^t««.\.«A Wv^v 
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scitMices, human invention ; it is only the applic&« 
lion of tiieni tfiat is huuiim. Every science has for 
its basis a system of principles as fixed and unalter- 
able as tliose by which tlie universe is regulated 
and governed. Man cannot make principles^ he 
can only discover them. 

For example — Every person who looks at an al- 
manac sees an account when an eclipse will take 
place, and he sees also that it never ihils to take 
place according to the account there given. Thii 
shows that man is acquainted with the laws by which 
llie heavenly bodies move. But it would bo some- 
thing worse tlian ignorance, were any church on 
earth to say, tliat those laws are a human inven> 
tion. It would also be ignorance, or 8omethin|r 
worse, to say that the scientific principles, by the 
aid of which man is enabled to calculate and fore- 
know when an eclipse will take place, are an human 
invention. Man cannot invent any thing that is 
eternal and inmiutnble ; and the scientific principles 
he employs for this purpose must, and are, of neces- 
sity, as eternal and immutable as the laws by which 
the heavenly bodies move, or they could not be U5ed 
as thoy are to aisccrtain the time when, and the 
manner how an eclipse v/iJl take place. 

The scientific principle that man employs to ob- 
tain the foreknowledge of an eclipse, or of any thing 
e4se, relating to tlie motion of the heavenly bodies, 
are contained chiefly in that pari of science which 
is called Trijjonomelry , or tlie properties of a trian- 
gle. which when applied to tlie study of the heavenly 
bodies, is called Astronomy ; wlien applied to direct 
tlie course of a shi|) on tlie ocean, it is called Navi- 
gation ; when applied to the construction of figures 
drawn by rule and compass, it is called Geometry ; 
when applied to tlie construction of plans for edifices 
it is called Architecture ; when applied to the mens- 
urement of any portion of the surface of the eurth, 
it is called Laiul-surveying. I:i fine it is the soul of 
science ; it is an eter:'al truth ; it contains the ma- 
thematical demonstration of which man speaks, and 
tJie extent of its uses is unknown. 

// L.%v be said, that man vivxu u\y}ft.*t vjt ^t;cK -jLVtV 



^ Aad h^ railed thereon a crreat heap of etonee, 
which remaineth unto this day/' that is, anto the 
diy or time in which the writer of the book of 
Joshua lived. Andij^iin.inthe lOUi chapter, where 
after speaking of the five Kin-rs wh -^m Joshua hid 
han|red on five trees, and then thrown in a cave, it 
is said, " And he laid great stones on the cave's 
m«^ath, which remain unto this very day." 
f In enuinerating tlie several exploits of Joshui, 
and of the tribes, and of the places which they con- 
qoered or attempted, it is said, c. xv. ver.' 6). ** As 
F>r the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
children of Jud.ih could not drive them out ; but the 
Jebusites dwell with the children of Jud ih at Jeru- 
saUmufUotkigd/ry " The question upon this passage 
is, at what time did the Jebusites and the cn'.ldren 
of Judah dwell together at Jerusalem P As this mat- 
ter occurs again in the first chapter of Judges, I shall 
reserve my observations till I come to that part. 

Having thus shewn from the book of Joshua it- 
self, without any auxiliary evidence whatever, that 
Joshua is not the author of that book, and that it is 
anonymous, and con jequently witihout authority, I 
proceed, as before-mentioned, to thebook of Judges. 

The book of Judges is anonymous on the face of 
it ; and therefore even the pretence is wanting to 
call it in the word of G' d ; it has not so much as 
a nominal voucher; it is altogether fatherless. 

This book begins with the same expression as the 
book of Joshua. That of Joshua begins chap. i. ver. 
1, Aytw aftei the death of Moses, &c. and this of 
Judges begins, /{ow after the death of Joshua, Slc. 
This, and the similarity of style between the two 
books, indicate that they are me work of the same 
author ; but who he was, is altogether i n'mown : 
the only point that the book proves is, that the au- 
tlior livedlong after the time of Joshua ; for though 
itbeginsas if it followed immediately after hisdeath, 
the second chapter is on epitome or abstract of the 
whole book, which according to the Bible chrono- 
logy, exte nds its history through a space of 306 years; 
that is, from the death of Joshua, 1426 years befoi^^ 
Christ, to the death of Sampson, 1120 years b&^*^^ 
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.Huence upon each 
niationaJ unison tngntiier, without 
hhj apparent Dontact, Bnd to whicli man has nven 
Ihe name ol' attiaclion, gravitation, nml tEpuTsion, 
he EU^pli<>9 the p]u:er>rUiat agency by Ihe numble 
i[nital(oa of leetri and cogs. All the parts of maa's 
microurom must visitil; touch i but could ha gainii 
knowedge of that agency, so as to iia able to apply 
it in practice, we mi^ht llien Hty, that another 
csnonical book of the wori! of Gnd had been dia- 
00 vera il. 

If mm could alter the properties of the leTer, to 
also could he alter the propertieB ufthe triangle: 
for a lever f taking that son ofjeyer which ia c^ImI 
a ateel-yard, for the sske of explanation) fbnna, 
when ill Diatiou, a triangle. The line it dexcelui* 
from, (one point of th-it line being in tlie fulcriun,) . 
tliD line it deaci^uds to, and the chord of the uc, 
which the end of the lever deacribtd in the air, nra 
the three aides of a triangle. The other arm o£Uw 







Udiiuuifters join ; for tJit* two w]ieclti hciphIi- 
ly considered, are no otlier than the two circles 
srated by Uie motion of tJic compound lever. 
is from the study of the true tiieulo^y that all 
knowledge of science is derived, and it is from 
knowledge tliat all the arts have originated. ; 
he Almighty lecturer, by displaying the princi- 
of science in the structure of the universe, has 
ted man to study and in imitation. It is as if he 
said to the inhabitants of this globe, that we 
ours, *4 have made an earth for man to dwell 
n, and I have rendered the starrv lioavens vis- 
, to teach liim science and the arts, ile can 
provide fur his own comfort, and learn from 
munificence to all, to be kind to each other." 
f what use is it, unless it be to teach man some- 
g, tliat the eye is endowed With the |)ower of 
>lding. to an incomprehensible distance, an im- 
.sity of worlds revolving in the ocean of space ? 
}f what use is it tli^it tliis immensity of worlds 
islble to man ? What has man to do with (he 
ades, with Oilon, with Sirius, witli the star he 
i the north star, with the movinrr orbs he has 
;ed Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Mercury, 
.0 uses are to follow from their being visible: 
55 powor of vision would have been sullicient 
nan, if tiio immensity he now pc-fiscjr'es were 
!n only to waste itself, as it were, on an ira- 
!se desert spac-o glittc?ring witii shows. 
. is only by contemplating wliat he calls tlie 
ry heavens, as the book and school of science, 
.lie discovers any use in their bcin^ visible to 
, or any advantage resulting from his inmiemt' 
3f vision. Bui wJien he contemplates the sub- 
in this light, he sees an additional motive for 
ncr. that iiothini was made in vain ; for in vain 
lid be tliis power of vision, if it taught man no- 
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.8 the Christian system of faith has made a revo- 
m in theology, so also has it made a revolution 
lie str.to of learning. I'hat which is now called 
ning was not learning oiigiivaWy . WwiWvvtv^ ^c«:^ 
'jonsi^i, an tli« Kchools now nvoVv^ \X. e.owwsV. vcv 
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him, nnd said unto him, re t. 18,"TeIIin», I pi^ 

Ihep. whfrethesc(r's*ira««M,"and Kamuel nnswer* 
cd Saul und aitid, I an Or. jkm-." 

As tlie writt r ol'tbe book of Sxniuel relates these 
qiiesUoDs und anawera, in the languiige ornunner 
of speaking oapd in the time they nip snid to hive 
been lipnkpn ; (md as the mBnnerdriipcBliing wu 
out of use whi-n tliia nutlior wrnle, he f^ad it ne- 
CPsaary. in order lo mak? the slory unimstood, to 
pipluin the lerinsin which theaequeBlionaaDdui- 
Bweisare spoken ;and be does this in the !)tli Term, 
where he sija, " brfoTe-t'-mc, in larael .when a man 
went to inquire of God, thas he spake, Come letna 
go to the setr ; far he that a now onlled a prophet 
vnslcfcTC-li-mr caX\pdi.Kri." This pfoie9,iuil 
have before said, that this atory of Snul. 3uune1, 
and the asses, naannBacient.stDry atthe timetfa* 
bock of SaiDoel woa written, and conaequentlv 
that Samuel did not write it, undthut the book la 
witiout authertticilj. 
But if we go furtlier into those hooka, the evidence 
ia itill more positive that Samuel is not the wrilsr 
oflhem; for thej relate things tliatdid notbapptn 
lI y eo rs afte r the deatli of Samuel. SaniiwI 




'Vho iiaiiu's thai tlie ancit*nl8 jjave to thosft siv 
worldti, aiid wliich are Hllll called by tlie same nuiiieH 
are Mercury, Venus, tliia world tliat we call ours 
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. They appear larger to 
the eye than tlie stars, being many million miles 
nearer to our eartJi tlian any of tlie stars are. The 
planet Venus is that which is called tlie evening 
star, and sometimes the mornins stir, as she hap- 
!)ens to set after, or rise before the Sun, which, in 
^itlier case, is never more than three hours. 

The Sun, as before said, being the centre, tlie 
)lanet or world, nearest the Sun, is Mercury; his 
listance lirom tlie Sun is tliirty-four million miles, 
jid he moves round in a circle always at tliat dis- 
ance from the Sun, as a top may be supposed to spin 
ound in the tract in which a norse ^oes in a milL 
"•he second world is Venus, she is hfty-seven mil- 
on miles distant from tlie Sun, and consequently 
loves round in a circle much greater than that olf 
lercury. The third world is uiat we inhabit, and 
'hich is eighty-eight million miles distant fVom the 
<un, and consequently moves round in a circle ^ea- 
ir tlian tliat of Venus. The fourth world is Mars, 
e is distant from the Sun one hundred and thirty- 
air million miles, and consequently moves round m 
circle greater than that of our earth. The fiftli 
. Jupiter, he is distant from the Sun five hundred 
nd fifty-seven million miles, and consequently 
loves round in a circle greater than tliat of Mars. 
\^he sixth world is Satuni, he is distant from the 
>un seven hundred and sixty- tliree million miles, 
• nd consequently moves round in a circle that sur- 
aunds tlie circles, or orbits, of all the other worlds 
r ))Ianets. 
The space, therefore, in the air, or in tlie hnmen- 
ty of space, tliat our solar system takes up for the 
iveral worlds to perform their revolutions m round 
le Sun, is of tlie extent in a straight line of the 
hole diameter of tlie orbit or circle, in which Sa- 
rn moves round tlie Sun. which beinff double liis 
stance fi*om the Sun, is fifteen hundred and twen- 
-six million miles : and its circular extent is near- 
five thou-sand million ; and its «;\o\)\.c'd\ tQ\\\«v\N.'vi 



iwo books of Chronicles. Thnee books we lido- | 
ge'her bietorical, and are c!iietlj> conlin«d (o Um | 
five^and actions of the Jewleli kingi. whoingeao- 
ral were a parcel of rassiils ; but t<iese are m&ttm 
witli wliicli we bavenoiuoieconcern.lllln wehwM 
witb the Rodmn empernrv, fi Unuiti'i aceoun^<€ 
the Trrjan war. Beaidea nbicli. <19 thou wsdu 
■re ononjmou*, and as we know nothing of tin 
writer, or of liis character, it ia imposBibls fbrmlo 
kniw whal-degree nf credit lo gi»e to the mattoM 
reU'ed tJiereinii Like all other nncient bislot^ 
the; appear to be a jumblenriiible and of fact, Ud 
-of prnbahle and of improbable things ; but irlliiebi 
distance of time and place, nnd clian^ of ciicum- 
■tancea in Ibe world, liave rendered objolete nut 
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1 trt hfmtr the history 52 years more forwArd, that 
: B.to oii^y. But ihew veues do not beluiiK to the 
j book, as I pliall shew when I come to speak of tho 
book of Kzra. 

The two booki of Kings, besides tlie history o£ 
Bknl, David, and Solomon, who reigned over all 
Ixraely contain an abstract of the hves of seventeen 
kings and one queen, who are styled kings of Jii- 
dah,uid of nineteen who are styled kings of Israel ; 
for the Jewish nation immediately on Dio deatii oi' 
Solomon split into two jparties, who chose sepa- 
rate kings and who earned on most rancorous wars 
•gainst each other. 

Those two books are little more than a history of 
usassinations, treachery, and wars. The cruelties 
that the Jews had accustomed tliemselvcs to prac- 
tice on the Caiiaanites, whose country tliey had sa- 
\-agely invaded, under a pretended gift from God, 
they aflerwards practised as luriously on each oili - 
er. Scarcely half tlieir kings died a natural deutlr, 
and in some instinces whole families were destroyed 

fto secure possession to the successor, who, after a 
few years, and sometimes only a few months, or 
less, shared the same fate. In the tenth chapter 
* of the second book of Kings, an account i** given of 
; two bajdcets full of children's heads, 70 in number, 
i being exposed at the entrance of the city ; they wero 
i tlie children of Ahab, and were murdered by the 
j nrdora of Jehu, whom Elisha, the pretended man of 
f God, had anointed to be king over Israel, on i)urposo 
: t'l cc*nmit tliis bloody deed, and assassinate his pro- 
deceasor. And in the account of tlie reign of Man- 
aham, one of the kin^ of Israel whohaunmrdercd 
J Shallum, who had reigned but one month, it is said, 
2 Kings, chap. xv. ver. Iti, that Manaliam siiioto 
. the city of Tipshah, because tliey opened not !ho 
' city to him, and all tlie women that were therein 
. tliat were witli child they ripped up. 

Cnnld we i>ermit ourselves to suppose that tlie 
Almighty would distinguish any nation of people by 
the name of his rlioson people, we must suppoF«» 
thni pvoplrt to have been an example to all Iho re*-' 
ol'lhe world of the nureit. piety and humanitv, nXi^ 
\ ' F 



tioL audi II nation of luffiuia anil cut-Uirools uH 
nncleut Jew> \tere \ a, people, who, conoptod m 
and copying after, suoh monaters and impnBtotlf 
Moses and Ation, Joehua, Sitmuel, and DavM, it 
distinguislif d themselves above all others, " " " 
Taca oriliB known earth, for borbirity and w 
noBB. If we will not Bttibbornly shut anr ejta,m 
Eleel our hearts, it ia impossible not to — '- ~'' 
of all that long-oslablished superstition , ^ 

DTI the mind, Qiat the Satlering uppellatiaD cf kl 
chosen people ia no other than a lie, whi^'^ 
prifstB and leaders of the Jews had inTsnWL 
cover the baseness of their own charaoten; i 
h Christian priests, sometimes us carrupt,d 



the same crimes; but the hiritorf is broken taw 
ral places, by the author leaving out 
some of their kings 1 and in this, as w 

of KingB, there is such a frequent tre 

binj^sofjudah to kings of Israel, and froml^ 
Israel to kinga nf Jndab, Ihatthen 
in the renjiing'. In the aunebooktha historysatel 
times oontradioli itself ; for eiainple,in " — ^ 
■■Mk of Kings, chap, i -— " — 
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iiigs, chap. xii. and xiii. an accoont is given 
>boum, making an oiTerincp of burnt incens«*y 
at a man who is tliere called a man of God, 
•lit against tho altar, chap. xiii. ver. 2, " O 
altar ! thus saith tlie Lord ; Behold a child 
be born to the house of David, Josiah by 
and upon thee shall he offer ^e priests of 
ph places, and burn incense upon mee, and 
Dones shall be burnt upon thee." — Ver. 3, 
it come to pass, when king Jeroboam heard 
^ing of the man of God, which had cried 
t the altar in Bethel, that he put forth hia 
rem the altar, saying, Lay hold on him ; and 
id which he put out against him dried up, so 
i could not pull it in again to him." 
would think that such an extraordinary case 
, (which is spoken of as a jud^ent) happen- 
the chief of one of the parties, and tliat at 
It moment of Uie separation of tJie Israelites 
ro nations, would, it it had been true, been 
id in both histories. But though men in 
mes have believed all that the prophets have 
Lto them, it does not appear that these proph- 
historians believed eacn pther ; they knew 
ther too well. 

ng account also is given in Kings about £li- 
[t runa through several chapters, and con- 
witli telling, (2 King;8,chap. ii. ver. 11,)" And 
3 to pass, as they (Elijah and Elisha) still went 
i talked, that behold, there appeared, a chariot 
and horses of fire, and parted them both asun- 
id Elijah went up by a whirl wind into heav- 
Hum ! this the author of Chronicles, miracu- 
i the story is, makes no mention of, though he 
)ns Elijah by name ; neither does he say any 
of the story related in the second chapter of 
ne book of Kings, of a parcel of children call- 
lisha bald headjbald head ; and that this man 
1, (ver. 24) "turned b^ck, and looked upon 
and cursed them in tlie name of the Lord; and 
iaino fi^rtli two she bears out of the wood, and 
•rty and two children of them." He also 
over in silence the story told, (2 kings, chop. 
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ii.) Hint when titer were liurylng a in'nii io Uw 

ipukhre, wliere EmiliK hud been buripil, it liijr- 

mfd ihnt tliu dead nuin, ns thoy wnt li^tting hint 

>wn, (vfr. 'it ,} " touched Uia bonra of Eliaha, and 

he (the deitd maiO revived an etjjod upoQ his feat." 

The stnry doeg nnt tfU in whether tliej buried the 

lunji not(rit(ialanding he ruTiffed and aloori upon 

hie feel, or drew him ap again. Upon all tliese 

atoriea, the writer of Chronicles is as silent as any 

writer of the pruscTit day, who did not choose tabs 

aooiwed of lying, oratlanslof romancing, would 

he about stories of tbe same kind. 

But however these two historiiuis ma; diffitr Smnt 
each other with respect to the tales related by eitlier, 
tlieyara aileat alike with reapect to those menatyled 
prophets, whoaa writings fill up tlie latter part of 
the Bible. Isttiah, who lived in tJie time ofHfze- 
kiuJi, is mentioned in Kings, and again in Chroiu- 
cles, when these historians are speaking of that 
reign ; but except in one or two inslBncoa at most, 
and those very slightly, none of tile rest arc so mneb 
as spoken of, orevenllieitexisteuoe hinted st; tho', 
acoording to the Bible chronology, tkey lived with- 
le tlioae hiatoriea were written ; -" 
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Table of the Prophets, with the tin 
Jired before Clirist, and ako be; 
Kings and Chronicles were wri 



Names. 


Years bejbre^i 
Christ. 1 


Years before 1 
Kings and 1 
Chronicles. 1 


Isaiah 

Jeremiah . . 

Ezekiel 

Daniel 

Ilosea 

JodI 

AmoB 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah . ... 

Nahnm 

Hobakkuk 


760 

629 

595 
607 
785 
800 
789 
789 
862 
750 
713 

(m 

630 


172 

41 

7 

19 

97 

212 

199 

19J> 

274 

1()2 

125 

38 


Zeplianiali . 
Malachi $year-W« 


42 



This tal>le is either not very hone 
Lie historians, or not very lionora 
prophets ; and I leave to prit'sts, an 
who are very learned in little tbir 
point of etiquette between the two 
reason, why the authors of Kings 

* In 2 Kin^s, cliap. xiv. ver. 25, 
nah is mentioned on account of tlu 
trnct of iJinil by Jcrobodni ; but n( 
snid of him, nor is any Jillurtionniai 
Jonah, to bis expedition to Niiievs 
I'ouji-er witJi !Jie '.vlialc 



li^ok om» with e^ 'r ^r to„"t 

can if 1 "*^e sinc« r^ ' ^'^ Priest 

';'«" » brou.Z'r" "'» l^i of Kt'""• 
''™Per to w.,*?''''^ t^iinot • if ^t ""d 
Miire t?-tf '^'»« wJiicl, ^' ,i' ^^'l the 

^"ae« in Ji . , * ^"iWe of «;/ .1 



CSbi ii up in their slnht, of the i'ull length and si/d 
of a whale, would they not have beUeved him to 
have been the devil instead of a prophet? or, if the 
whale had carried Jonali to Ninevah, and cast him 
up in tlie same public manner, would tliey not have 
believed the whale to be the devil, and Jonah ono 
of his imps ? 

The most extraordinary of all things called mira- 
cles, related in the New Testament, is that of tlie 
devil flying awav with Jesus Christ, and carrying 
him to the top or a high mountain ; and to the top of 
the highest pinnacle of the temple, and showing 
him and promising to him all the kingdoms of tJic 
inorld. How happened it that he did not discover 
America ; or is it only with kingdoms that his sooty 
hiffhness has any interest P 

1 have too much respect for the moral character 
of Christ, to believe that he told this whale of a 
miracle himself; neither is it easy to account for 
what purpose it could have been nibricated, unless 
it were to impose upoil the connoisseurs of miracles, 
as is sometimes practised upon the connoisseurs of 
Queen Anne's farthings, and collectors of relics and 
antiquities ; or to render the belief of miracles, ri- 
diculous, by outdoing miracles, as Don Quixote out- 
did chivalry ; or to embarrass the beUef of miracles^ 
by making it doubtful by what power, whether oi 
Cod or tlie Devil, any thing called a miracle was 
performed. It requires, however, a ffreat deal of 
faltli in the devil to believe this miracle. 
In every point of view in which those things called 
miracles can be placed and considered, the reality 
of them is improbable, and their existence unneces- 
sary. They would not, as before observed, answer 
any useful purpose, even if they were true ; for it is 
more difficult to obtain belief to a miracle, than to a 
principle evidently moral, without any miracle. 
Moral principle speaks universally for itself. Mir- 
acle could be but a thing of the moment, and seen 
but by a few ; after this it requires a transfer of faith 
from God to man, to believe a miracle upon rt\an'^ 
report. Instead therefore of admitting tjio r^j^ital* 
yf^rniracles as evidence of any system <>* r^l'girx-. VjC' 



..^%7 ciiiiurea oi 

,c Piiewn that as this verse is verba 

as in Chronicles, chap. i. ver. 43, wh 
consistently with the order of hiatoi 
Genesis it does not, that the verse in ( 
a great part of tlie 3tith chapter, have 
from Chronicles ; and that the book 
though it is placed first in the Bible, a 
to Moses, has been manufactured by soin 
person, ailer the book of Chronicles w 
which was not until at least eight hundi 
ty years aflor the time of Moses. 

The evidence I proceed by to substant 
regular, and has in it but two stages. . 
have abeady stated, that tlio passage in G 
fers itself for time to Chronicles*; 8econdl3 
book of Chronicles, to which this passage 
self, was not begun to bo written until at 1 
Iiundred and sixty years after the time o 
To prove tjiis, we have only to look into 
teentb verse of the third chapter of the fin 
Chronicles, where the writer in giving 1h 
o^y of the descendants of David, inentic 
kiah ; iuid it was in tlie time of ^t>dek 
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem, (j 
before Christ, and consequently more tiian 
aller Moses. Those who have supcrsthiou 
ed of the antiquity of the Bible, and parti< 
the books ascribed to Moses, have do"** • 
examination, and wJ*^— ' 



vnetiier it luiu uf en reveaieu u> mill, or wiieuier iii^ 
^nceited it; and it'Uie tiling he prophesied, or in- 
ended to prophesy, should happen, or something 
ike it, among the multitude of things that are daily 
lappeuing, nobody could again know whetlier lie 
breknew it, or guessed at it, or whetlier it was acci- 
lental. A propliet, tlierefore. is a character useless 
ind unnecessary ; and the safe side of tlie caso ih, 
guard agiiinst being imposed upon by not giving 
:redit to such relations. 

Upon tlie whole, mystery, miracle, and prophesy, 
ire appendages tliat belong to fabulous and not to 
jue religion. They are the mecans by which so 
iiany Tjo hcrcs ! and Tj) tlunrcs ! have been Hprt;nd 
d)Out tlie world, and religion been made into a 
xade. The success of one imposter gave encour- 
igeinent to anrillu'r, and the quieting salvo of doing 
iomr triHid by keeping up a pious frauds protected 
.heui from remorse. 

Having now extended tlie subject to a greater 
.ength than 1 lirst intended, 1 shall bring it to u 
ilose by alwtracting a summary from Uie whole. 

First — That the idea or belief of a word of God 
:»xisting in print, or in writing, or in speech, is in- 
:;onsL<;tuiit in itself for reason already assigned. — 
These reasons, among many others, are the want «>f 
111 universal laniruage ; the mutability of language; 
LIk^ errors to which translations are subject; the 
oossibiliti'- of totiillv suoorcssinur siicli a worrl • the 
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AGE OF REASON. 



PART THE SECOND. 



oecond chapter of Ezra, the vi 
the tribes and families^ and of 
of souls of each that returned i 
rusalem ; and this enrolment c 
turned, appears to have been o 
objects for writing the book ; bu 
error that destroys the intention 
The writer begins his enrolmc 
maimer :— chap. ii. ver. 3. *' Th 
rosh, two thousand one hundred , 
Verse 4, " The children of Shep 
dred Mirenty and two." And m 
proceeds through all the familieB 
verse he makes a total, and says, \ 

gation together was forty and tw« 
undred and three score. 
But whoever will take the troui 
the several particulars, will find 
but 29,818 ; so that the error is 12 
tainty then can there be in the Bib 



* Particulars of the families from t 




ter of Ezra. 


Chap. ii. 




Vefse 3 


2172 


4 


372 


5 


775 


6 


2812 
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Nehemiah^ in like maimer, giTOi a httof the re- 
turned fiuniliee, and of the number of eaoh faEoily. 
He begins as in Ezra, by aajing, chap. vii. Ter. 8, 
"The children of Paroah, two tnounnd three hun- 
dred and seventy two ', and so on throoffh all the 
families. The list differs in several of the partic- 
olars, from that of Ezra. In the 6Gth verse Nehemi- 
ah makes a total^ and says as Ezra had said, << The 
whole coneregation together was fortv and two thou- 
sand three iiundred aim three score. But the par- 
ticulars of this list make a total but of 31,089, so that 
the error here is 11,371. These writers mav do 
well enouffh for Bible makers, but not for wy tning 
where truui and exactness is necessary. The next 
book in course is the book of Esther. If Madam 
Esther thought it any honor to ofifer herself as a kept 
mistress to Ahasuerus, or as a rival to Queen Vash- 
tv, who had refused to come to a drunken kins, in 
the midst of a drunken company, to be made a 
show of (for the account sajrs, they had been drink- 
ing seven davs, and were merry,) let Esther and 
Mordecai look to that, it is no business of ours ; at 
least it is none of mine ; besides which the story has 
a great deal the appearance of being febulous, and 
is also anonymous. I pass on to the* book of Job. 
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Ver. 17 
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31 


1254 


18 


112 


32 


320 


19 


223 


33 


725 


ao 


95 


34 


315 


21 


123 


35 


3630 


22 


56 


36 


973 


23 


128 


37 


1052 


24 


42 


38 


1247 


25 


743 


39 


1017 
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621 


40 


74 


27 


122 


4J 


128 


28 


S>23 


42 


139 


29 


52 


58 


392 


30 


156 


60 


652 
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MWiiru man lie is capable of bein^. Pi 
but a Hnifill share in tbe character of th 
whom tile hook treats ; on tho contrary 
i:* K niietiinc'S im}>eluon« ; but lie still it. 
ki't'p a ^iiard upon it, andr seems dt'terini 
inltist of accumulating ills, to impose ii]) 
the }iard duty of contentment. 

I have spoken in a respectful manner r 
of Job in the former part of the A^e of l\ 
without knowing at that time what 1 ha^ 
since ; which is, that from all the ovidciir 
be collected, Uie book of Job docs notbeh 
iliblc. 

I have seen the opinion of two Hebrew 
tators, Abenezra and Spinosa, u]>on this 
they both say tJiat the book of Job carries 
nal evidence of being an Hebrew l)ook ; 
j^onius of the composition, and the dran 
piece, are not Hebrew ; that it has been t 
from nnotlier lansiiago into Hebrew, and 
author of the booK wjis a Gentile ; tliatt.hi 
ter represented under the name «)f Salan ( 
the first and only time this name ia so meril 
the Bible,) does not correspond to nuy 
idea; and tliatthe two convocations whirii 
ity supposed to liave made of tliose, whom 
em callH f»o.ns of God, and tlie familiarit 
tlus supposed Satan is stated to liave witli 
ity are in the same case. 

It may also be observed, that the book r1 
self to Be tlie production of a mind cuiti 
science, which th^ t«... - ** 
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dnnratical : the writer qiens the subject by a short 
introductory discourse, and then introduces Moses 
in the act of speakinnr, and when he his made Mo- 
ses finish his harrangue. he (the writer) resumes his 
own part, and speaks till lie brings Moses forwaid 
again, and at last closes the scene with an account 
or the death, funeral and character of Mcses. 

This iiiterchangre of speakers occurs four times in 
this book : from the first verse of the first chapter, 
t? the end of the fiflh verse, it is the writer who 
speaks ; he then intnnluces Moses as in the act of 
making his hirrangue, and this continues to the 
end ofthe 41tli verse of the fourth chapter ; here 
the writer stops Moses, and speaks historicsdly of 
what was done in consequence of what Moses, 
when living, is supposed to have said, and which 
the writer has dramatically rehearsed. 

The writer opens the subject a^in in the first 
verse of the fifui chapter, though it is only by say- 
ing, that Moses called tlie people of Israel togetlier ; 
he then introduces Moses as before, and continues 
him, as in the act of speaking, to the end of the 
26th chapter. He does the same thing at the be- 
ginning ofthe 27th cLapter ; and continues Moses, 
as in uie act of speaking, to the end of the S8lh 
chipter. At the 29th chapter the writer speaks 
again through the whole of the first veree, and the 
first line ofthe second verse, when he introduces 
Moses for the last time, and continues him, as in 
the act of speaking, to the end of the !^3d chapter. 

The writer having now finished the rehearsal on 
the part of Moses, comes forward, and speaks 
through the whole. of the last chapter; he begins 
by tellinw the reader that Moses went up to the top 
of Fisgah ; that he saw from thence the land which 
( he writer siys) had been promised to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jicob; that he, Moses, died there, in 
the lind of Moab, but that no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day ; that is, unto the time in 
which the writer lived who wrote the book of Deu- 
teronomy. The writer then tells us, that Moses 
was 110 years of age when he died — that his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural forcQ^ abated ; and h® 
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Bhaa, to Sa^nte], &c. those are books of tefCnM*. 
and ihej testify of things naturally incredible ; u>' 
therefore the whole of our belief, as to the aathent' 
city of these books, rests, in the first place, npcn t^r 
certainty that they were written by Moses, Joshu 
and Sa.nuel ; secondly, upon tlie credit we grive •■-• 
their testimony. We may believe the first Uiat i . 
we miy believe the certainty of tlie autliorsliip. an.- 
yet not the testimony ; in the same manner thatv^ 
may believe tliat a certain person gave evidenc 
upon 8 case, and yet not believe the evidence the 
he gave. But if it should be found that the book^ 
ascribed to Moses, Joshua, and Samuel, were dc 
written by M'*ses, Joshua, and Samuel, every pii 
of the authority and authenticity of those books i 
gone at once ; for there can be no such thin^r as fn 
ged or invented testimony ; neither can there b 
anonymous testimony, more especially as to thing 
naturally incredible ; such as that of talking wit 
God Gice to face, or that of the sun and mccn stand 
ing still at the command of a man. The grratri 
p^irtof the other oncient books are works of geniui 
of which kind are those ascribed to Homer, to Piatt 
to Aristotle, to Demosthenes, to Cicero. &c. Her 
a^in the author is not an essential in the credit w 
give to any of those workn ; for, as work^ of gcniu». 
they would have tlie same merit they have nciR . 
were they anonvmous. Nobody believe s the Trojar 
story, OS related by Homer, to be true — for it is thi 
poet only that is admired ; and the merit of the pre' 
will remain, though the stiory be fabulrus. Bat i 
we disbelieve the matters related by the Bible an 
th'^rs (Moses for instance) as we disbelieve the thing 
related by Homer, there remains notliing of Mose 
in our estimation, but an impostor. As to the an 
cient historians firom Herodotus to Tacitus, we crt 
dit them as far as- they relate things probable anr 
credible, and no further : for if we do, we must be- 
lieve the two miracles which Tjicitus relates wer*. 
performed by Vespawan, that of curing a lame man 
and a blind man, in just the same manner m th 
same things are told of Jesos Christ by his hiatori 
uns. We must also \>e\\eve tYi« Tsa'nfiVb ^Xnib^ Jc 
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flephns, that of the sea of Pamphilia opening to let 
Alezmder and his army pass, as i^ related of the 
Red Sea in Exodus. These miracles are quite as 
well authenticated as the Bible niiracles. and yet we 
d'> not believe them ; consequently the de^ee of 
evidence necessary to establish our belief of thingi 
naturally incredible ; whether in the Bible or else- 
where, is far fjre^ater than that which obtains our 
belief to nitural and probable things ; and therefore 
the advocates for the Bible have no claim to our be- 
lief of the Bible, because that we believe things 
stated in other ancient writing ; since we beliefs 
the things stated in these writings no further than 
they are probable and credible, or because they ase 
self-evident, like Euclid ; or admire them because 
they are elegant, like Homer ; or approve them be- 
cause they are sedate, like Plato ; or judicious, likb 
Aristotle. 

Having premised these thin^rs, I proceed to exa- 
mine the authenticity of the Bible, and begin with 
what are called the five books of Moses. Gents's, 
Exodus, LecUicus, Numbers^ and Deutercnomy. My 
intention is to show that those books are spurious, 
and that Moses is not the author of them ; and still 
further, that they were not written in the time of 
Moses, nor till several hundred years aflerwards; 
that they are no other than an attempted history of 
the life of Moses, and for the times m which he is 
said to have lived, and also of the times prior there- 
to, written by some very ignorant and stupid pre- 
tenders to authorship, several hundred years aflec 
the death of Moses, as men now write histories of 
things that happened, or are supposed to have 
happened, several hundred or several thousand 
years ago. 

The evidence that I shall produce in this case is 
from the books themselves ; and I will eoniine my- 
self to this evidence only. — Were I to refer for proof 
to any of the ancient authors, whom the advocates 
of the Bible call profane authors, they would contro- 
vert that authority, as I controvert theirs ; I will 
therefore meet them on their own gioxmd, vnA Q!<^ 
pose them with their own weapon, tbie Bii^^- 



lei^t three hundred 
of Moaes. 

1 CI na niw ti »petk mf t'le bUtoricil and cbn> 
B-)l'^g'LGil eTid«i»™. The chrnmlogy which I Oao 
is tiie Bible clitomlo^y , for 1 iiwan nit lo go ool 
oftlie B^ble for evidflnoe of any thing; bnt tomake 
Um Bibie i'wlf prayo, biitorically and clirntioingio- 
ally tbit H >iei is nnt the nuthir of llie b-nks a- 
oriW lo him. ' Ic ia therefnre proper that 1 infiirei 
the isadBT. (Hieh an one at least as may not have 
Iha opp^ttaaity of kaininj il,) tlint in the larger 
BIblei, and alsi in snivie stiiatler nnes, there is R 
•ariea of oirinolngy, printed intiie mirgiii of every 
p\ie, tor the purpoje ofiliniTiDi; how long the bii- 
tincil matters stnled in eich page happened, or 
ftre aapp^ed ti hn.se ha.ppenftd, before Clirist. and 
eanMqaently the distance of time hetwsen aae hia- 
toricil circtinistani^e and gjiither. 

1 be^ia with the bwh of Genesis. In the 14Ui 

L^l being Lilten priaoner in a buttle between the 
Enir kinji syiinsl Gva, and carried off; and that 
when the aociunt of Lit beinr tikfn, came » 
Abrtlhla,he arm^d all biia hiuseTinid.nnd niirched 
to reicae Lit fnm the cipt-irs; aiid thut he pi» 
med them utito Dm, (per. U.) 

To bSiw in wbit minner this expression oFjnr- 
tUMj lIunH wtJo Djx, appUes In the c^isa in queatjon, 
1 trM refer tJlwocironinatancea, the one ki Ameri- 
oa, the other in France. The city now called ."Jew- 
Tork.in America, was Diriginallj New-Amsterdam; 
and the town in France, lately called Havre Mtrot, 
¥raa before oilled Hivre de Graoe. New-Aoister- 
dimwM chined to New-¥ork in the yearlGlij; 
Hirre de Grace to Hivre Muat in the year 17J3. 
B'liuld, therefnre, a.nf writing be fimnd, thnuffli 
withiotditp, 'nw'.iinh 'Jien line of New- York shiuld 
be .11901100811, it wjuld he certain ev.denCB that sncb 
a writing c told n it hive been written before, and 
mUit brve been written alter New-Amaterdam was 
changed to New- York, and, cinaequently, not lltl 
tiler the jear 1664, or at leut duiing the coum of 



that year. And, in like manner, anj dateless wri- 
ting, with the name of Havre Marat, would be 
certain evidence tliat such a writing must have 
been written after Havre de Grace became Havre 
Mirat, and consequent] v not till after the year 
1793, or at least during the course of that year. 

I now come to the application of.tliose cases, and 
to show that there was no such place as Derm, 4ill 
many years afler the death of Moses *, and conse- 
quently, that Moses could not be the writer of the 
book of Genesis, where this account of pursuing 
them unto Dan is ffiven. 

The place that is called Din in the Bible, wu 
originally a town of the Gentiles, called Laish ; 
imd when the tribe of Dan seized upon this town, 
they changed its name to Dan, in commemoraticn 
of iDan, who was the father of that tribe, and the 
^cat grandson of Abraham. 

To establish this in proof, it is necessary to refer 
from Genesis to the ^th chapter of the book called 
the book of Judges. It is there said (ver. 27) that 
Hiey (the Donites) come unto Laish to a pcopin that 
were quiet and secure^ and they smote them with tne 
edge of ,hi sword (the Biblo is filled with murder) 
aauL burned the city with fire ; and they buit a city^ 
(ver. 23) and dwelt therein, and they called tlie name . 
of the city Dan, after the namn of Dan, their father j 
hovAeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. 

This account of the Danites taking possession 
of Laish and changing it ^o Dan, is placed in the 
book of Jud^, immediately after the death of 
Sampson. T.ie death of Sampson is said to have 
happened 1120 years before Christ, and that of 
Moses ] 451 , before Christ ; and therefore according 
to the historical arrangement, the place was not 
called Dan till 331 years after the death of Moses. 

There is a striking confusion between the histo- 
rical and the chronological arrangement in the book 
of Judges. The five last chapters, as they stand in 
the book 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, ore put chronologically 
before all the precedinir chapters ; they are made 
to 23 years before the 16th chaptet,%l&\w£otft>SD* 
mb, 245 before the ISth, 195 YMfotf^ VbA^lOo.^^ 



j 8fiall begin wiThTh" '" "■* ''"'< 

prophets to annir, "Wacler . 
, Whoever ^mf'iF"'} "''"'« w 

« kas neithe/b3°°'°P°«tionse 

e?Pt a short hiS»i'"«' '^''dle 

^"^ry in two oj^^ P?«' and a 

continued incoher^fiSf H!" ''"' 

ta»ragw,t metaphor l^"'''"^'ieaJ 

titnte of nieM^Jn ' '""'out apnii 

^^« been ?x^"f,i * «Aoo/ b'^' 

^east in the tri^ i !f. '""wilingsut 

wa fafce S^e^, """"^-'^t find 

and ,g conUnued i^ *«'"» « the 

nerfon with ^e rh "f "j' ^ '' W™f? 

^t which ftM?Pt« that prec^dl 
It « probable th« fe ""^ «n7oth 
felf, becauae he Waf"'!'* "[""« this fr 
It treata of; but, e^ *?,f?'»^ « the ci 
t^o chapters thkt f2' ""» P"t, there 
°"»er ; one ig entifliS^ '"•>' connexio 
veree. «l,. i,.._ fntiUed, at l}i» fc.__. .'° 



baouM tliB Act inolndM tbe dHa, mud Mnei to 
■xoito tba two idau at once ; and this Qwuuier of 
W wJ ri »g Inr aircnmdaiieaa, implin aa poaitirel; that 
UM ftot allBdad tousiut, «aif it wHioexprencd. 
Whm t, peiaon, ipaakiiig apna u j matter, aaja, it 
wta Mfora 1 Waa jnairwd, or betpra m^aon waa 
bom, or bsfiira I went to America, or beCw I 
want t^ FnDCS, it is absnlntdr underatood, and ia- 
Uadad to bs ondentood, that he hu been sanicd, 
that ha hia had a aon. that he haa been in AmcTiaa, 
ttbmn fai Knne*. Littgaage doea nnt admit at 
Minf tfaU moda of czpreaaHHi in any other aenaa ; 
•ad wbaiwtvr auch an eiproarino ia fonnd anj 
wlwra it Ma on] j ba ondaratood in tha aenaa in 
ariiMili oolf it eaold have been oaed. 



The puaafB.tiiereibre, llM I have wDted— " that 
Aaae an thovUn^ that reiniad in Edom. befora 
thaie rMfoad 0ny kifig orer the ehildreu of finwl," 



nn la nii^ over them ; and c^iuequentlj, that tba 
biok of GeiiDsi, ao En from havinf bean written 
I17 MoaeB,contd jirt bavn been written till the tinu 
(rt* Sinl at laaaL lliia ia tha pontive aenaa of tha 
rung*! ' bntjhe cxMcaaion, 010/ kin^ , impliea more 
kinga than nna.at ie&at it impliea two, and thii will 
cwrj it to tha: time of David ; and, if taken in a 
phanl aenie, it rauriea itanlf through all the timaa 
of the Jawiah monanhr. 

Had we met with thia veiee in an; put of the 
Bible that proofed to hive been written afltr kinga 
iienn to reisn in lirieli it would have been impne- 
aibla n-A to have aeeh the applicetinii of it. Ithip- 
nena then that thia ia the cue ; the two hooka of 
Chroniclea, which nvo a hiitr^rj of all the king* of 
.liriel, an pTnfet§S.'y-, aa well aa in fiut, wntl^n 
after the Jewub monarchy began i and this »erae 
that I hive qmtfd, and all the remaining veraea of 
the 35Ui chip. r>f Gf neaia, ere, word for won), in the 
Istcbup.of ClirinioIei.beginuiniattlieiSdverBB, 



Edom, b^ore then Trignrd tiny king errr the iMd- 
rmD//»ni£(,bscau»p tie WSJ going lo give, mdhai 
eivan.sliit of thB kings th-tthwl reigned in iBToel; 
Cut Bi it is Lnpoisible Uitt the ■ime ei^snon 
oould hive betn liaed hi-ftre thil period, it is B« 
oer'uiiin as anj Ihin; cm be pnved from hia'-oiicil 
Isnrrunge that tliia'part of Gfnesn ia token tram 
Chi.olclea, and thit GEnesia ia not Bi old u 
Cbr-niclei, and probably nqt to old as Ibe book 
of Homer, or as vEsip's Fables, ad,nit!ing Homer 
lo hire b«en. as the tibles of Cbroaslog? stite, 
conLempirarywi'hDivid or Solomon, and £«opto 
have lived about ihe end of the Jewislk nioniii^j. 

Take aura; from Genes a the belief thit Moaes 
wsa the author, on which onU tbe stnn^e belief 
thit thtsis the word of GotI, his stood nndthcrere- 
nialna nothing ef Genesis but an tuim/iuoui book 
of itiries^ fables, and trnditionir? or invented >b- 
•urdiliBB, or of downright lies, "rhs story of Eve 
and the serpent, and of I'ionh and hiaaik, drops tea 
level with the Arabian Tales, without the merit of 
being entertaining ; and the acr.ountof men living 
toy and 990 years, becomes as fibutouaaa the iui- 
mortahty of tlio giania of the Mythology. 

Besidea, the chiracterof M.'SeB, as stated in the 
Bible, is the moat horrid thit cui be imagined. If 
those accounts be trae, be was the wretoo that Erst 
began and carried on ivfits on the score, or on the 
prct nee of religion: and nnder that mask, or that 
infituation, committed the moat unexampled atro- 
oitiBs thil ore to be fiund in the history of any 
tfatiiD, of which 1 will slite rnly one in^tan-^e. 

When the Jewiah ariny returned from one of 
their plundering and murderin? eicurjiona, the 
«B00unt goes B» follows, Numb. chip. i-\ii, ver. 13. 
"And MoBEd atid Eleazer the priest, and all the 
princeaof the congregation wcnlfnrth to meet them 
wllh-iut Iho camp; andM. lea wbb wroth with the 
offioerBofthe boat, with the captiins over thiusMicIs 
Vid captaina over hundreds, which came from tbe 
battU ; and Motes said unto them. Have ye saced 



Minmit treipats a^iimt the Lord in the matter of 
Peor, and there was a plague among the congre- 
gation of the Lord. Now, therefore, kUl every 
ma e amonr the liu e onesy arid kll eeery tooman that 
hath knoum a men by lying with him ; hut ah the 
women cfiu'dren that Iture not I.ncwn a man ly lying 
with him. keep alive fur yourse tes. 

Aoion^ the deteatalle villains thit in any period 
of the w rid have disgraced the n ime of man, h. is 
impossible to find a greater thin Moses, if this 
account be true. Here is an order to butch^ the 
boys, to maspacre the mothers, and debauch the 
daughters !! 

Let any mother put herself into the situation of 
those mothers ; one child murdered, another des- 
tined to violation,- and herself in the hands of an 
executioner ; let any daughter put herself in the 
liitaation of those daughters, destined as a prey to 
the murderers of a mothelr and a brother, and what 
will be their feeling ? It is in vain that we at- 
tempt to impose upon nature, for nature wirl have 
her course, and the religion that tortures all her 
social ties, is a false religion. 

After this detestable order, follows an account of 
the plunder taken, and the manner cf dividing it; 
and nere it is that the profaneness of priestly hypo- 
crisy increases the catalogue of crimes. Verse 2ffy 
**And the Lord's tribute of the sheep was six hund- 
red and three score and fifteen ; and the beeves 
was thirty and six thousand, of which* the Lord^s 
tribute was three score and twelve ; and the asses 
were thirty thousand, of which the Lord's tribute 
was three score and one; and the persons were 
thirty thousand, of which the Lord's tribute was 
thirty and two." In short, the matters contained 
ih this chapter, as well as many other parts of the 
Bible, are too horrible for humanity to read, OE.for 
decency to hear; for it appears from the 35th 
verse of this chapter, that tne number of women 
children, consigned to debauchery by the order 
of Moses, was thirty-two thousand. 

Pacmle in general know not ^Visit "wV^Vft^xAnsk 
dWra^Jothtf jirvtendBdwoxdof Qmd. ^teno:^ 
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rimraoli, of Egypt, wna marching ng: 
they niiBed tlie ueige, and rutruated for 
may here b« proper to mention, in orde 
stand JJiis confused history ,tliat Nebucha 
beseiged and taken Jerusalem, during t 
Jchoakim, the predecessor of Zedekiali 
it was Nebuchadnezzar v/ho had made 
king, or rather viceroy ; and tliat Uii^ se 
of which tlie book of Jeremiah treats, ^ 
sequence of tlic revolt of Zedekiah ag: 
chadnezzar. Tliis will in some ineasui 
ibr the suspicion tliat aifixe» itself to J 
being a traitor, and in the interest of Ne 
zar 'f whom Jeremiah calls in the 43( 
10. Uie servant of God. 

The 11th verse of tliifl chapter. (t]i(* : 
** Ami it caiiie to pmin, thai whon ihr* n 
CJhukleans was brolvon \v^ from Jorusul 
of Pharaoh's army, that Jcremiali went 
Jerusaleul, to ^o (as this account stale 
land of Bfujamm, to separate himself ti 
iiii<lst of tJie people ; aiid when lie was 
of JSenjamin a captain of the ward w<is tl 
nams was Irijnh ; and he took J ere mi 
j)het, saying, l^iou fallest away to the < 
tlien Jeremiah said, It is false, I fall a 
the Chaidoans' Jeremiali bein^ thus s 
siccused, wais, afler being examined co 
jirison, on suspicion of being a traitor, w 
'inained, as is stated in the last verse of th 

But the next chapter gives an arcoun 
]>risoninent of Jcromiali, which has no 
with tliis account, but ascribes his impr: 
niioUi'-^r circumstance, and for whicii v. 
hsich to the 21st chapter. It is tlirro st 
that Zedekiah sent Tashnr, the .«*o;i ol 
and Ztiphauiah, the son of jVInasuinh tl: 
Jeremiah, to inquire of hiih oncerning 
nrzzar, whose army was then l>efore 
niid Jeremiah said to them, Ter. H, ' Th 
Lord, Behold I set before you the way 
the way of deatli ; he tliiit abid«th in ill 
die by tlie 3\vDrd. andb^ VVv^livwWsyAvv 
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M ; but lie that goeth out and falletli to tbt 
kteans that besiege you, he shall live, and his 
(hall be unto him for a prey " 
lis interview and conference breaks off ab- 
ly at the end of the 10th verse of the 21 st chap.; 
lOch is the disorder of this book, that we have ^ 

188 over sixteen chapters upon various subjects i 

der to come at the continuation and event of j 

conference ; and this brings us to the first \ 

I of the 38th chapter, as I have just mentioned. *! 

le 38th chapter opens with sajrinff, '* Then ^^■ 

»atiali, the son of Mattfn; Gedaliah, the s«n 
ishur ; and Jucal, the son of Shelemiah ; and 
ur, tlie son of Malchiah ; (here are more per- 
mentioned than in the '21st chapter) heard the 
J tliat Jeremiah spoke unto the people, saying, 
I saith tlie Lord, He tiiat remaineth in tliis city, 
die by the sword, by the famine and tlie pes- J 

ce ; but he that goeth forth to tlie Chaldeans 
live ; for he shall have his life for a prey, and 
live ; (which are the words of the conference) 
ifbre (say they to Zedekiah) We beseech thee, 
B put this man to death, for thus he weakenetli 
lands of the men of war that remain in this 
and the hands of all tlie people in speaking 
words unto them ; for this man seeketh not 
velfareof the people, but the hurt;" and at the 
'erse it is said, " Then they took Jeremiah, 
3Ut him into a dungeon of Malchiah/' 
lese two accounts are different and contradic- 

The one ascribes his imprisonment to his ' | 

uit to escape out of the city ; the other to his | 

laxng and prophesying.in the city ; the one to 
eing seized by the guard at the gate ; the otli- 
) his being accused before Zedekiah, by tlie 
srees.* 

'. observed two chapters, 16th' and 17th, in tlie 
book of Samuel, that contradict each other 
respect to David,and the manner he became ac- 
ited with Saul ; as the 37th and 38th chapters 
e book of Jeremiah contradict each oVVvet "«\X*:v 
ct lo the cause of Je re uiiali a Vm\>nB5)tv\u«ttX.. 



._ wx.iigiiim unto rn 
of liis servants, and said, B( 
of Jesse, the Bethlemite, tlia 
and a mighty man, and a m 
in matters, and a coinoly p 
with Iiim ; wherefore Saul 
Jesne, and said '^ Send me D; 
21,) David came to Saul, and 
he loved him greatly, and h 
bearer ; and when the evil sr, 
Saul, (v. 23,) David took his h 
liifl hand, and Saul was refrcs 
But the next chapter, (17) j 
different to this, of the manner 
became acquainted. Here it i. 
encounter with Goliah, wher 
his father to carry provision to 
namp. In the 5otli verse of th 
"And when Saul saw David {» 
Philistine (Goliah) he said to A 
the Host, Abner, whose son is 
Abuer said, As thy soul liveth, 
tell. And the king said, Inqu 
the stripling is. And as David 
slaughter of tiie Philistine, A 
brought liirn before Saul, witli t 
listine in his hand ; and Saul sai 
son art thou young man ? Am 
" 1 am the son nf ♦»•- 
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ehftfton, partbiilMy the STthaiMltetii, tbt 
laptor begins as if not a word htd been gtid 
16 subject ; and as if the reader was to be in* 

of evety particabr respecting it ; fiur it be- 
ith mpng, tot. 1, ^ In the^ nintb year of 
ah, Kongdr Jadab, in the teiitbmontliyCaine 
ladnettar, king of Babylon, and all his anny, 
. Jerusalem and besieged it,*^ 4kc. Ac:^ 
Jie instance in the last chapter (the 53d,>is 
>re glaring ; fm tboogh the stoiT has bean 
sr and over again, this ohapteraaUfQpposes 
der not to know any thing of it, 4lr it begins 
n^, yer. 1, ^' Zedekiah was one and twenty 
»Id when he began to reign in Jerusalem, 

mother's name was Hanmtal, the danghtu: 
miah of Liba»h, (yer. 4.) and it came to pass, 
linth year of his reign, in the tenth month, 
ebucHadnezzar, iung of Babylon, came, he 

his army, against Jerosalem, and pitched 

it) and built forts against it," die, &e. 

not possible that any one maOi and mare 
larly Jeremiah, could haye been the writer 
tx>o)L. The errots are such as could not 
sen committed by any person ntting down 
pose a work. Were 1, or any other man to 
1 such a disordered manner, nobody wouM 
ttat was written : and eyery body would aop- 
lat tiie writer was in a state of insani^* 
ly way, therefore, to account for this disor* 
that tne book is a medley of detached tman* 
ated anecdotes J put together bj[ some stupid 
>iker, under the name of Jeremiah ; beeauaa 
f them refbr to him, and the circumstanees 
times he lived in. ' / 

le duplicty, and of the false predictions of 
ih, I shall mention two instances, and then 
I to reyiew the remainder of the Bible, 
pears from Uie 38th cha|rter, that-when iere- 
-as in prison ; Zedekiah sent for him, and at 
srview, which was^rivate, Jeremiah pressed 
rly on Zedekiah to surrender himsen to the 
" If, says he (yer. 17 j) thou wilt assuredly 
1 unto the king of Babylon's princes, then 




M,c to return lo Jcmat 

there. Then caine all tlie princ 
and asked him. and he told the 
the words the kinjr had connnai 
man of God, as he is called, coulc 
strongly prevaricate, when he s; 
answer his purpose ; for certainly 
2edekiah to make his supplicatioi 
make it ; he went because he was 
employed that opportunity to adv 
surrender himself to Nebuchadnez: 

In the 34th chapter, is a prophec 
2ed«kiah, in these words [ver. 2,] ' 
Lord, Behold I will give this city ii 
the king of Babylon, and he will bu 
and thou shalt not escape out of Iiis 
shall surely be taken and delivered 
and thine eyes shall behold the eyes 
Babylon, and he shall speak with 
mouth, and thou Khalt ^0 to Babylon, 
word of tlie Lord ; O Zedekiah, 1; 
thus saith the Lord .Thou shalt not di 
but thou shalt die in peace ; and w 
ings of thy fathers, the former king* 
fore thee, so shall they burn odors 
they will lament tliee, saying, Ah 
have pronounced tlie word, saitji thi 

Now instead of Zedekiah beholdi 
the king of Bnh '*"- 
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it is there said [ver. 10] " That the king of 
Ion slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes ; 
he nut out tlie eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
n chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put 

prison till the day of iiis death." What then 
,-e say of these prophets, but that they are im- 
rs and linrs ? 

for Jeremiah, he experienced none of those 
He was taken into fuvor by Nebuchadnez- 
i'ho <raye him in charge to ihe captain of the 
I, [chap, xxxix. ver. 12,] " Take him [said lie} 
)ok well to him. and do him no harm ; but do 
lim even as he shall say unto tliee." Jeremiah 

1 himself ailcrwards to Nebuchadnezzar, and 
about prophecyinff for him agrainst the Egyp- 

who had marched to the relief of Jerusuem 
it ;^'as besieged. Thus much for another of the 
prophets, and the book that bears his name, 
ave been the more particular in treating of th& 
; ascribed to Isaiali and Jeremiah, because 
two are spoken of in the books of Kings and 
jronicles, which the others are not. The re- 
ier of the books ascribed to the men called 
lets, I shall not trouble myself much about ; 
ike them collectively into the observations 1 
offer on the character of the men styled pro- 

• 

the former part of the Age of Reason, I have 
hat the word prophet was the Bible word for 
and that the flights and metaphors of the Jew- 
>ets have been foolishly erected into what are 
called prophecies. 1 am sufficiently justified 
8 opinion, not only because the books called 
'ophecies are written in poetical language, but 
se there is no word in tne Bible, except it b& 
ord prophet, that describes what we mean by 
1 have also said, that the word signifies a 
*mer upon musical instruments, of which I 
given some instances ; such as tliatof a com- 



the bonk ofSiOtutt, UiM (he mird prophet ms ana- 
lined to 9t;n;ni]y pOetrj lUul niiiaia ; Ihr th« petBon 
who wag supnosed to hare s. viaiaaacy intoghl inle 
concealed thing>, was not a prophet but a Bi>er,* 
(4 Samuel chap, ix^ Ter. S ;) snd it was not till tlm. 
word «er went ouiofuae (wlueh most probably tns 
wJicn Saul bnniihfd ttiDse be coIJed nizardu) (hit 
the profeBsion «f ^ leer, or tile ujt of Veeing, b*- 
c«me incorporated into tlie nord prophet 
^ Accordins ia tha mmlein metLuin^ of the wwd 
[trophel and propliesying, it ai^tfui<i fbrelMEof 



tude ol 



aceoftu 



meaning, in order to apply or to sBeidl 
wiiac umy call tlie prophecies of the Uld TeatSlneiit, 
to the timeorthaNeTi'i but nccording to Ae OU 
Teatainent, the prophKSjin^ of the eeer. iin4 sBo'- 
wards of the prophet, so fiir ai the meaning ^itil» 
womI eeer was incocpursted into that of pnptiet, 
had referencu only to thin^ of tho time then paa»- 
ingi or veiT cloeely cenjieotedwilh it; such aa (he 
event of a battle.thej were g^einglo engage ia, at ti I 
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tld0g«iMnd,eiuncter ofw tbsjpco- 
thej hftd alflo a pcuctiealtr character. ■ Tdbj 
n partiM, and thoT j^ophaaied fgr or afuaat 
inff to the party mty wera with ; aa tba po- 
and political wriiem of the present day wnte 
snce of the party they aawciate.with agiuiBt 
aer. 

»r the Jews were divided into two najainaf 
r Judah and of laraal, each party had ili|M(p- 
who aboaed and accused each a4bar of boag. 
>rophets, lyinff prophets, impostorsy &e. 
prophets of the party of Judah prophasM 
t the prophets of Uie party of Isnai; and those 
party oflazael against tA^ of Jndah. TUs 
prophesying shewed itself immedialsKT on the 
tion under the first two nTsl kings ftdioho- 
td JeroboajBi. The prophet that evised, or 
MM^, against the altar that Jeroboam had biult 
hel was of the party of Judah, where Sgdbo* 
was king ; and hawiM w^y-laid, on hiiiMPt* 
tome, by a ptophet oCthe party of Isnal,lAo 
nto him, (1 Kings, obvw x.) « Art thou Am 
if Ood that etaneuom Judah? and he saidl 
Then the prophet of the pmty of Israel «pid 
1, <^ I am a prophet also, as thote^ (wMAn 
* Judah) and an angalspoM vatb ma % tbs 
}f the Lord, saying, BriagJumlMidc mth^ttea 
hine house, that he may ml bnrsji and diink 
;.bitt (says the 18th Terse ha H^ untoJuvL" 
ivent, Aowever, according to the 8toiy*»thil 
ophet of Judah never got back.-to Jooah, fiir 
a found dead on the roSd, b^ihe contriTaaoe 
prophet of Isiaalf who no doubt, was eaUed 
> prophet by his own party, and the prcqihat 
dan a lying prophet. ^ , 
the third obapterpf the saccaid of KingS|a slo- 
elated of propnesying or oMijnring, thit shaws 
eral particmars, the character of i^ p 
haphat, king of Judah, a^d Joram, J 
, had for a while ceasedtheir party anil 
atered into an alliance ; and these two» to- 
r with the king of Edom, en|raged in a tnr 
sttbeking-of Moob. After umtingaodmanhr 
leir armieB; the stoi^y says they were in fff**^ 
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dutrflM fbr irat»r, vftm 'WUefa JehoahuAat-MU, 
•< Ii there not hers a pnrphet of the Loti, dial «• 
mfty inquire of tin Lord by him ) and <me rf Aa 
lerTantB of the king of lanel aud, Iiere ii ElUa. 
(Elishi wu <^ the part7 of Jndah.) And JahoA*- 
phst, tbekin? of JiiiUfa,«Bid,The«oTdafthe LorI 
U with him. ''^ The 11017 UwD aa;*, that thaM tfaw 
kings went down to Ehiha ; and whon' Qiahk («lie 
as Ihive said, vtM a Judahmita pro^ut) aaw tha - 
king of Isnel, bs said onto him, " What hav«J to ' ^ 
dowith thee, gsttfaeatothepropketaafthykailHr b 
andthepTophetaofUiyDKitfaeT. Nay,lmt,MUIha t 
king of luW, the hoti hath caUed tbaaa Una | 
king* together, to deliver, ftttn into the hand'vftta I 
king of Mosb," (meanjnK becauae of tha dilMif Z 
tiaj were in for water ; upon which Bliafam aldi^ jj 
'\A» tbe'Lordarho«t*liTeth,befiiTawbMnI*irtaiiAl Z 
■Ural;, were it not that I regard Jshoah^that, Ub| T 
of Jadah, I would not look towaida thee Mr Ma L 
thae." Hare is all the TanoDi and Tolgari^ «f * h 
party prophet. We have now to see tlie perforra- 
ance, or mnnner of propheayinn. , 

Ver. 15. "Bring me. said Elislia, a nunBlral; J 
— 1 :. .. .1 -L "nstrel played, that 
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n to iKis Btonr of ElJeha's (wo slie bears as there i^ 
3 that of the dragon of Wantley, of whom it is said : 

Poor children three devoured he, 
That could not with him grapple ; 
And at one sup he eat them up, 
As a man would eat an apple. 

There was another description of men called pro* 
bets, that amused themselves with dreams and 
isions ; but whether by night or by day, we know 
kot Those, if they were not quite haitnless, were 
tut little mischievous. Of this class are 

Ezekiel and Daniel : and the first question upon 
hose books, as upon all the others, is, are they gen- 
ine? that is, were they written by Ezekiel and 
)aniel ? 

Of this there is no proof; but so far as my own 
pinion goes, I am more inclined to believe they 
rere, than that they were not. My reasons for this 
pinion are as follows : First, Because those books 
o not contain internal evidence to prove tliey were 
lot written by Ezekiel and Daniel, as the books as- 
ribed tp Moses, Joshua, Samuel, &c.<Scc. prove they 
rere not written by Moses, Joshua, Samuel, &c. 

Secondly because they were not. written till af- 
er tlie Babylonish captivity began ; and there is 
:ood reason to believe, that not any book in the 
iible was written before that period ; at least, it is 
iroveable from the books themselves, as I have al- 
eady shewn, tliat they were not written till after 
he commencement of the Jewish monarchy. 

Thirdly, Because the manner in winch the books 
scribed to Ezekiel and Daniel are written, agrees 
rith the condition these men were in at the^time 
•r writing them. 

Had the numerous commentators and priest8,who 
lave foolishly employed or wasted their time in pre- 
ending to expound and unriddle those books, been 
arried into captivity, as Ezekiel and Daniel were, 
t would have greatiy improved their intellects, in 
omprehending the reason for tliis mode of writing, 
nd have saved them the trouble of rackino- their 

G2 "= 



10 pnrpoM ; fbrthe)^ 
ts would be obliffaa 
hid to write, raapectinj 
oae of their ftiendii, or 0? 



These 
la only 



theai 



a booka differ IroDi nU the ie 
tthature filled with bc 
; and this dificTence &i 






; for it 



from thslit 
uaUnn the writeirs were in na prisoneta of w«i, OT 
priBonerB of stnte, in a foreign country, whioh Ab- 
liged diem to convBy bfbd the most trifling in&nit- 
ation to ench other, ind ^1 their political prt^stta 
or opinions, in obsonre and metaphoriciij luoia. 
They pretend la haie dreamed droaiiig, and woi 
Tiaiona, because it was unaaie foe them to ap*A 
iacts or plain langoagu. We ought, ho\veTer,ts 
■appose, thM the persona to whom t' 
decfltood what they nisant, und that 
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hiH captivity. Is it not reasonable to 8uppoiie,that 
by the cherubim he meant the temple at Jerusalem, 
where they had figures of cherubim ? and by a 
wheel witnin a wheel, (which, as a figure has al- 
ways been understood to signify political contriv- 
ance.) the project or means of recovering Jerusa- 
lem ? In the latter part of this book, he supposes 
himself transported to Jerusalem, and into the tem- 
ple : and he refers back to the vision on tlie river 
Chebar, and says, (chap, zliii. ver. 3^ that this last 
vinon was like the vision on the rA'*/er Chebar ; 
which indicates, that those pretended dreams and 
viiions had for their object the recovery of Jerusa- 
lem, and nothing further. 

As to the romantic interpretations and appUca- 
tions, wild as the dreams and visions they undertake 
to explain, which commentators and priests have 
made of those books, that of converting them into 
things which they call prophecies, and making them 
bena to times ana circumstances, as far remote even 
as the present day, it shows the fraud or the ex- 
treme folly to which credulity or priestcraft can go. 

Scarcely any thing can be more absurd, than to 
suppose tnat men situated as Ezekiel and Daniel 
were, whose country was overrun, and in the pos- 
session of the enemy, all their friends and relations 
in captivity abroad, or in slavery at home, or mas- 
sacred, or in continual danger of it ; scarcely any 
thing I say, can be more abisurd than to suppose 
that such men should find nothing to do but that of 
employing their time and their thoughts about what 
was to happen to other nations a thousand or two 
thousand years afler they were dead ; at the same 
time, nothing is more natural than that they should 
meditate Uie recovery of Jerusalem, and their own 
deliverance ; and tliat this was the sole object of 
all the obscure and apparently frantic writings 
contained in those books. 

In this sense, tlie mode of writing used in those 
two books being forced by necessity, and not adopt- 
ed by choice, is not irrational ; but if we are to use 
the books as prophecies they are false. In the i^th 
chapter of Ezekiel speaking of Egypt, it is said, 
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er. 11,) " No foot of man sJiouId pou IhroD^ it, 
ir fmt of bf nsl ihould pate tbrough it ; neitiiW 
Bha.ll it be inhabiled I'orforlj yfors." Thra ianbat 
never cime to pafis, and coneequeafly jt is faE8fl,u 
nil the books I hiiTB nlreadj reviewed are. I here 
close thia port of Iha Bubject 

in tlie foroier part of the Age of Reason I hita 
spnkea of Jonah, and of the story of hint ond.flM 
while. A fit story for ridicule, il it was writtentt 
believed; or ofkughter, if it was intended UbJ 
it creduUly could awaltw; forif itcouldBWalkw' 
lah and the whnle, it conid swallow nny OaA 
(ut, as ia niready shown in the observations M 
bnoli of Jab, ind of Proverbs, it is not alw>^ 
biin which of Uic books in the Bible are orinD^ 
ally Hebrew, or only t ran slBlionB from books ofa> 
Gentiles into Hebrew; and as the book of Jmnh, 
so Jar from treating of the ntFairs of the Jews, atjt 
nothing upon that aubjccl, hut treats altogelW of. 
the Gentiles, it is more probable that it is a bode 
of Hit Gentiles than of the lewi; and tkat H bai 
a fable to expose the nonsense an ' 
ous and niElignanl character of 
e prophet, or a pri'dicting prit 




him at once, witliout pity or mercy, a6 a company 
of Bible prophets or priests wouUl have done by a. 
Gentile in the same case, and as it is related Samuel 
had done bv Agaff, and Moses by tho women and 
children ; they endeavoured to save him though at 
the risk of their own lives ; for llie account says, 
** Nevertheless, (that is, tliough Jonah was a Jew, 
and a foreigner, and the cause of all their misfor- 
tunes, and ihe loss of their cargo,) tlie men rowed 
hard to bring the boat to land, but they could not, 
for the sea wrought and was tempestuous against 
them." Still, however, they were unwilling to put 
the fate of the lot into execution ; and they cried, 
(says the accoant,) unto the Lord, saying, "We be- 
seech thee,0 Lord, let us not perinh for this man's 
life, and lay not upon us innocent blood ; for thou, 
O Lord, hast done as it pleased tlite." Meaning 
thereby, that they did not presume to jud^e Jonah 
guilty, since that he might be innocent ; hut that 
they considered the lot that had fallen upon him as 
a decree of God, or as it pleased God. 1 he address 
of this prayer shows that the Gentiles worshii>- 
ped one Supremo Being, and that tliey were not 
idolaters, as the Jews represented them to be. But 
the storm si ill continuing, and thi» danger increas- 
ing, they put tlie fate of the lot into execution, and 
cast Jonah into the sea; where, according to the sto- 
ry, a great fish swallowed him up whole and alive. 
We are now to consider Jonali securely housed 
from the storm in jtlie fish's belly. Here we arc 
told that he prayed ; but the prayer is a made up 
prayer, taken from various parts of the P8alms,with- 
out any connexion or consistency, and adapted to 
the distress, but not at all to the condition that Jo- 
nah was in. It is such a prayer as a Gentile, who 
might know something of the Psalms, could copy 
out for him. This circumstance alone, were thero 
no other, is sufficient to indicate that the whole is 
a made-up story. The prayer, however is supposed 
to have answered the purpose, and tlie story goes on 
(taking up at the same time the cant language of a 
Bible prophet.) saying, '• The Ix>rd spake unto the 
fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon- dry land.* 



_ -..*, crying, " 
a.^iiievah shall be overthrown." 

We have now to consider this 
ary in the last act of his mission ; 
the malevolent spirit of a BibU 
predicting priest, appears in all 
character, that men ascribe to tht 
the devil. 

Having published his prediction, 
says the story, to the east side of t 
waat ? not to contemplate, in retire 
of his Creator to himself, or to oth 
with malignant impatience, the des 
evah. It came to pass, however, \ 
lates, that tlie Ninevites reformed, ai. 
cordinff to the Bible phrase, repented 
he haasaid he would do unto them. 
This, saith the first verse of the . las 
pleased Jonah exceedinfflv and he m 
His obdurate heart womd rather tha 
should be destroyed, and every soul, ] 
perish in its ruins, tlian that his pre* 
not be fulfilled. To expose the chai 
phet still more, a gourd is made to | 
night, that promiseth him an agreeab 
the heat of the sun, in the pla^ to i 
tired ; and the next morning it dies. 

Here the rage of the prophet becoi 
and he is ready to destro*^ »-= 
said h<» ^'— 
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•aid, I do well to be ang^rv even unto death. Then 
said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for 
which thon haat not labored neither madest it to 
grow, which came up in a night and perished in a 
ai^t ; and should 1 not spore Ninevah, that great 
C9^, in which are more than threescore thousand 
persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their lea?" 

Here is both the winding up of the satire, and the 
moral of the fable. As a satire, it strikes against 
the character of all tlie Bible prophets, and against 
all the indiscriminate judgments upon men, women, 
and children, with which Uiis lying book, the Bible, 
is crowded ; such as Noah's flood, the destruction 
of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrali, the extirpa- 
tion of the Canaanites, even to sucking infants, and 
women with child, because the same reflection, that 
there are more than threescore thousand persons 
that cannot discern between their right hand and 
th«r left, meaning young children, applies to all 
their cases. It satirizes also the supposed partiality 
of the Creator for one nation more than for another. 

As a moral, it preaches against the malevolent 
spirit of prediction ; for as certainly as a man pre- 
dicts ill, he becomes inclined to wish it. The pride 
of hav?ng his judgment right, hardens his heart, till 
at last he beholds with satisfaction, or sees with 
disappointment, the accomplishment or the failure 
of his predictions. This book ends with the same 
Idnd of strong and well-directed point against pro- 
phets, propheeies, and indiscrimmate judgments, 
as the chapter that Benjamin Franklin made for 
the Bible, about Abraham and the stranger, ends 
against the intolerant spirit of religious persecu- 
tion. Thus much for the book of Jonah. 

Of the poetical parts of the Bible, that are called 
prophecies, I have spoken in the former part of the 
Age of Reason, and already in this : where I liave 
said that the word prophet is the Bible word for 
poet ; and that the flights and metaphors, of those 
poets, many of which are become obscure by tbe 
lapse of time, and the change of circumBtaiices, 
have been ridiculously erected into tliingg caUed 



.. ...« ifsser propnt 
already shown tliat the greater 
would be cowardice to disturb tlie 
tie ones. Let them sleep, then, in 
nurses, the priests, and both be f' t 
I have now gone through the 
would go through a wood with an a 
der, and fell trees. Here they lie ; 
if they can, may replant them. 1 
haps, stick them in the ground, but 
er make them grow. — I pass on to ll 
New Testament. 



THE NEW TESTAxME: 

The New Testament^ they tell ut 
upon the prophecies of the Old ; if sc 
low the fate of its foundation. 

As it is nothing extraordinary tliat a \\ 
be witli child before she was married, 
son she mi^ht bring forth should be ex 
unjustly ; 1 see no reason for not be 
such a woman as Mary, and such a mo 
and Jesus, existed ; their mere existei 
ter of indifference, about which there i 
either to believe, or to disbelieve, and 
under the common head of. It may be i 
then.' The probabilitv »— - 
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Mn Crusoe, not a word of which is true, were sug- 
gested by the case of Alexander Seliiirk. 

It is not then, the existence, or non existence of 
the persons that I trouble myself about ; it is the fa- 
ble of Jesus Christ, as told in the New Testament, 
and the wild and visionary doctrine raised thereon, 
against which I contend. The story, taking it as it 
is told, is blasphemously obscene. It gives an ac- 
count of a young woman engaged to be married^ 
and while under this ensra^ement, she is, to speak 
plain language, debauched by a ghost, under the 
impious pretence, [Luke, chap. i. ver. 35,] that^^the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the i>ower 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee." Notwitli- 
standingr which, Jo{<eph aflerwards marries her, co- 
habits with her as his wife, and in his turn rivals 
t'le ffhoet. This is putting the story into intelligi- 
ble &nguage, and when told in this manner, there 
is not a priest but must be ashamed to own it.* 

Obscenity in matters of faith, however wrapped 
ap, is always a token of fable and imposture ; for it 
is necessary to our serious belief in God, that wo 
do not connect it with stories that run, as this does, 
into ludicrous interpretations. This story is, upon 
the face of it, the same kind of story as that of Ju- 
piter and Leda, or Jupiter and Europa, or any of 
the amorous adventures of Jupiter ; and shows, as 
already stated in the former part of the Age of Rea- 
son, that the Cliristian faith is built upon tlie Hea- 
then Mythology. 

As the historical parts of the New Testament, so 
far as concerns Jesus Christ, are confined to a very 
short space of time, less than two years, all witliin 
the same country, and nearly to the same spot, the 
discordance of time, place, and circumstance, which 
detects the falacy of the books of the Old Testa- 
ment, and proves them to be impositions, cannot be 
expected to be found here in the same abundance. 
The New Testament, compared with the Old, is 

* Mary the supposed virgin mother of Jesus, had 
several other children, sons and daughters. Sce> 
Mat. xii. 55, 50. 
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httptif ike husband of Mary, down to David, and 
mikta there to be forty-three generations, besides 
iddeh there are only the two names of David and 
Jneph tKat are alike in the two lists. I here in- 
■rt both genealogical lists, and for the sake of 
^nspicuity and comparison have placed them both 
1 the Mune direction, that is from Joseph down to 
David. 



Genealogy, according 
to Luke. 
Christ 
2 Joseph 
'^ Heh 

4 Matthat 

5 Levi 

G Melchi 

7 Janna 

8 Joseph 

9 Mattathias 

10 Amos 

11 Naum 

12 EsU ' 

13 Nagge 

14 Maath 

15 Mattathias 

16 Semei 

17 Joseph 

18 Juda 

19 Joanna 

20 Rhesa 

21 Zorobabel 

22 Salathiel 

23 Neri 

24 Melchi 
25' Addi 

26 Cosam 

27 Elmodam 

28 Er 



* From the birtli of David to the birth of Christ 
I upwards of 1080 years ; and as the life-time of 
'hrist is not included, there are but 27 full gener- 



Scn^alofry, according 


to Biatthew. 


Christ 


2 Joseph 


3 Jacob 


4 Matthan 


5 Eleazer 


6 Eliud 


7 Achim 


8 Sadoc 


9 Azor 


10 Eliakim 


11 Abiud 


12 Zorobabel 


13 SaUthiel 


14 Jechonias 


15 Josias 


16 Amon 


17 Manasses 


•• 18 Ezekias 


19 Achaz 


20 Jonathan 


21 Ozias 


22 Joram 


23 Josaphat 


24 Asa 


25 Abia 


26 Roboam 


27 Solomon 


28 David* 



Now, if these men, Mattliew i 
with a falsehood between them, 
counts shewjthey do,) in the ver 
of their history of Jesus Christ, a 
of what he was, what authority, i 
asked, ^ is there left for believing t 
they tell us afterwards ? If they « 
ed m their account of his natural 
are we to believe them, when they 
the son of Gk>d, begotten by a ghc 

ations. To find, therefore, the ave 
person mentioned in the list, at th 
son was bom, it is only necessary 
by 27, which gives 40 years for ea 
the life-time of man was then but < 
tent it is now, it is an absurdity to 
following generations should all b 
before they were married ; and the 
we are told that Solomon, the next 
David, had a house fiill of «»'•—- 
fore h^ — ^' 
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.ere is neitlier agreement nor connexion be* 
them." 

in another place, addreMin|; himself to the 
.tea of those books, as being the word of €rod, 
B, "It is thus that your predecessors have in- 
in the scriptures of our Lord, many thin^, 
, though they carry his name, agree not with 
itrines. This is not surprising, since that we 
ilen proved that these tilings have not been 
n by himself nor by his apostles, but that for 
latest part they are founded upon tales, upon 
reports, and put together by I know not what, 
'ws, with but little agreement between them ; 
hich they have nevertheless published under 
ines of tlie apostles of our Lord, and have thus 
ted to them their own errors and their lies.^ 

reader will see by tliese extracts, that the 
iticity of the books of the new Testament was 
I, and the books treated as tales, forgeries, and 
: the time they were voted to be me word of 

But the interest of tlie church, with tlie as- 
;e of the fuggot, bore down the opposition, 

last suppressed all investigation. Miracles 
ed upon miracles, if we will believe tliem and 
ivere taught to say they believed, whether 
elieved or not. But (by way of throwing in a 
It) the French revoli!ltion has excommunicat- 
church from the power of working miracles : 
s not been able, with the assistance of all her 
, to- work one miracle since the revolution be- 
ond as she never stood in greater need than 
we may, witliout the aid ot divination, con- 
that all her former miracles were tricks and 



ave taken these two extracts from Boulang- 
ife of Paul, written in French ; Boulanger has 
1 them from the writings of Augustine against 
3, to which he refers. 

ulanger, in his Life of Paul, has collected 
he ecclesiastical histories, and the- writings 
fathers, as they are called, several matters, ^^m 
shew the opinions that prevailed amoiu? the ^ J 
•nt seels of Christians, at the time the Testa- * ^ 



ore we to believe the sai 
wlioin we never saw, told 
nor when, nor where ? lU. 
ent is it, that the same ci 
weaken the belief oven of 
be given as a motive for beli 
upon the fac«e of it every Ic 
uibility and imposture. 

The story of lierod desti 
under two years old, belonjrg^ 
of Matthew : not one of tiie n 
about it. Had such a circur 
universality of it must have 
the writers ; and tlie thininr > 
striking to have been omitted 
er tells us that Jesus, escapei 
cause Joseph and Mary wore ^ 
to flee with him into l^gypt ; b 
any provision for John, wlio v 
years of age. John, however, 
fared as well as Jesus who fled 
story circumstantially belies itti 

Not any two of these writer 
exactly in the same words, tiie 
short as it is, which they tell us 
when he was crucified : and 
says, He was crucified at the 
the morning ;] and John says i 
[twelve at noon.]* 
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* According to John ♦»•- 
till i.K-.-'-" 
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I^The inscriptioiilB thus gtated in those books. 
lew — ^Tms is Jesus the king of the Jews. 
-The king of the Jews. 



-This is Ine king of the Jews. 
Jesus of Nazareth king of the Jews. 



>We may infer from these circumstances , trivial 
they are, that those writers whoever they were, 
d in whatever time they livedo were not present 
the scene. The only one of the men, called 
^apostles, who appears to have been near the spot, 
«M Feter : and when he was accused of being one 
J if Jesus' followers, it is said, [Mat. chap. zzvi. v: 
^ m " Then Peter began to curse and to swear, 
£«. imngyl know not the mau :" yet we are now call- 
N upon to believe the same reter, convicted by 
ihmr own account of perjury. For what reason, 
■K on what authority shall we do this ? 

The accounts that are ffiven of the circumstances 
kat they tell us attended the crucifixion, are dif- 
Wently related in those four books. 

The book ascribed to Matthew says, " There was 
Jnkness over all the land from the sixth hour unto 
ha ninth hour — that the veil of the temple was rent 
n twain from the top to the bottom — that there was 
m earthquake — that the rocks rent — that the graves 
mened, that tho bodies of many of the saints that 
wpt arose and came out of their graves after the 
wurrection, and went into the holy city, and ap- 
mared unto many." Sucli is the account which 
his dashing writer of the book of Matthew gives ; 
Hit in which he is not supported by the writers of 
he other books. 

The writer of the book ascribed to Mark, in de- 
uting vhe circumstances of the crucifixion, makes 
.o mention of any earthquake, nor of the rocks 
ending, nor of the graves opening, nor of the dead 
len walking out. The writer of the book of Luke 
I silent also upon the same points. And as to the 

xecution could not be till aflernoon ; but Mark 
lys expressly, that he was crucified at the third 
,Dur [nine in the morning,] chap. xv. 25; John, 
?.iap. xix. ver. 14. 
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en made into a prophecy, a tjrpe, and a prom- 
>egin with ; ana the lying iropoeitions ofliai- 
\haz, That a virgin shall conceive and bear 
IS a sign that Ahaz should conquer, when the 
was that he was defeated, (as already noticed 
observations on the book of Isaiah,) has been 
ted, ami made to serve as a winder up. 
ih and the whale are also made into a sign or 
Jonah is Jesus, and the whale is the grave : 
i said, (and they have made Christ to say it of 
f,) Matt. chap. xvii. ver. 40, " For as Jonah 
ree days and three nights in Uie whale's belly, 
ill the Son of mail be three days and three 
in the heart of the earth." But it happens 
irdly enough that Christ, according to their 
ccount was but one day and two nights in the 
; about 36 hours instead of 72 ; that is, the 
' night, the Saturday, and the Saturday night ; 
)y say he was up on Sunday morning by 
}e, or before. But 'as this fits quite as well as 
•je and the kick in Genesis, or the virgin and 
n in Isaiah, it will pass in the lamp of ortho- 
ings. Thus much for the historical part of 
>stament and its evidences, 
itles of Paul. — The epistles ascribed to Paul, 
fourteen in number, almost fill up the remain- 
rt of the Testament. Whether those epistles 
vritten by the person to whom they are aa- 
, is a matter of no great importance, since 
•iter, whoever be was, attempts to prove hia 
ae by argument. He does not pretend to 
>een witness to any of the scenes told of^the 
ection and the ascension j and he declares 
e had not believed them. 
I story of his being struck to the cround as he 
urneying to Damascus, has nothing in it mi- 
us or extraordinary; he escaped with life, 
lat is more than many others have done, who 
been struck with ughtning: and that he 
I lose his sight for three days, and be unable 
rtr /1*»inlr /liirinrr that timt^. if) nothinor more 



aj? 'wKl r,i acti'''n as 
V* The ci.-ctrine he • 

in the re:«iirrec:i'yn 
- van'-^es this as an ev 

miif^h will ni^n cii3e 
and in the concluf:!'. 
premises, that thi^ d 
the saine body, fo ii 
immortalitv. appears 
against it : for if I ha 
and am raised again i 
have died; it is presu: 
die again. That resur 
against the repartition 
wnen past, secures me 
lieve. therefore, in iinm 
elevated idea than is co 
trine of thefesurrection 
Besides, as a matter c 
I had rather have a betl 
nient form than tlie pre: 
creation excels us in so 
sects, without mentionii 
over more space, and v 
minutes, than man con 
the smallest fish, in pro 
US in motion almost ne^ 
out weariness. Ev«»n ♦!- 
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and tliat she did not go intotlie so])iilchro, but only 
stooped down and looked in. 

Now, if the wrilers of* these four books had crone 
into a court of justice to prove iiu alibi (iur it is of 
the nature of an alibi that is here attempted to be 
proved, namely, the absence of a dead body by su- 

Seriiatural means.) and had thay given their evi- 
enco in tlie same contradictory lUtinner as it is 
here given, they would have been in danger of hav- 
ing their ears cropt for perjurj-, and would have 
justly deserved it. Yet this is the evidence, and 
these are the books, that have been imposed upon 
file world, as being given by divine inspiration, 
nd as tlie unchangeable word of God. 

The writer <)f the book of Mattlujw, afler giving 
this account relates a story that is not to be found 
ft any of tlie other ))ooks. imd which is Uie same 1 
kve just alluded to. 

"Now, says he. (tiiat is, after tiie conversation 

the women had Jia*! witli ihe angel sitting upon the 

Irione,) behold some of the watch (meaning the 

fVitch that he had said had been placed over tiie 

;Npu1chre) coinc into tlie city, and showed unto thu 

' chief priestft all tlie things that were done ; and 

' when they were assembled with the elders and had 

tikeu counsel, they nave large money unto the sol- 

ifiers, saying. Say ye. tliat his disciples came by 

night and stole hnn away while we slept ; and if 

this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade 

him, and secure you. So they took tlie money, and 

did as they were taught ; and this saying (tliat his 

disciples stole him away) is commonly reported 

among the Jews until tills day." 

The expression, unlil this day, is an evidence 
that the book ascribed to -Matthew, was not writ- 
ten b^- MatUiew, and tliat it has been manufactur- 
ed long after the times and things of which it pre- 
tends to treat ; for the express! r»n implies a great 
iength of interveninir time. It would be incon- 
aistent in us to speak in t\A maniu^r of any thing 
aappening in our own t'rue. To give, therclbrf , 
intolligible meaning to ihe expression, we iiiu^t 
Kiippcse a laj>se of some goiic- rations at Last for this 







*7e are the wiWh^"^ P^t^ 

*/» toa^o^iyir-'^onn of 
. f;f?«"'''^nce of tt Vfl '^' " 'P 

I ^tate of tile «m- f ^'stenc. 

^ >>elieve that th^""'^ ^ befo 

' ) necessary to !.^ f?"J''«'ction c 

God: »n'f .u?^^'"' ">e onJv ,S 



Ui) 

I According to Mattliow llie eleven were marcliincj 
' to Galilee, to meet Jesus in a mountain, by his own 

', appointment, at the very time wlien, according to 
^> Jolm, they were assembled in another place, and 
diat not by appointment, but in srcret, for fear of 
"=^ the Jews. 

The writer of the hook of Luke contradicts tliat 
-' (f Mattliew more pointedly than John does ; for he 

■\ tays expressly, thcit the meeting was in Jerusalem 
-\ the evening of the same day tliat he (Christ) ruse, 

-' tnd that the eleven were there. See Luke, chap. 

- xziv. yer. J 3, ^^. 

Now is it not possible, unless wc admit these sup- 

-'. poied disciples the right of wilful lying, Uiat tlic 

writer of tnese books could be any of me eleven 

' I persons called disciples ; for if, according to Mat- 

I thew, the eleven went into Galilee to meet Jesus 

• b a mountain by his own appointment, on the same 

- day that he is said to have risen, Luke and John 
r4 must have been two of that eleven ; yet the writer 

I of Luke says expressly and John implies as much, 
ii tbit the meeting, was, that same day, in a house in 
^c- Jerusalem ; and on the other hand, if according 
. to Luke and John, the eleven were assembled m a 
lii honBe in Jerusalem, Matthew must have been one 
91 of that eleven ; yet Matthew says, the meeting was 
^ in a mountain in Galilee : and consequently the 
'•; evidence given in those books destroys each otlier. 
The writer of tlic book of Mark says nothing 
■ about any meeting in Gahlee ; but he says, chap. 
. xvi. ver. 12, tliat Chist, after his resurection, np- 
-^ peared in another form to two of them as they walk- 
ed into the country, and that these two told it to 
the residue who would not believe them. Luke al- 
so tells a story, in which he keeps Christ employed 
the whole of the day of this pretended resurrection, 
until the evening, and which totally invalidates the 
account of going to the mountain in Galilee. He, 
says, that two of them, witliout saying which two, 
went that same day to a village called Eimnans, 
threescore furloiifrs (seven milos and a half) from 
Jerusalem, and that Christ, in disguise, went with 
thorn, and staid with tlieiii unto the evening, ^^^ 



_-.^^t:|>ii<rnaiit to tlio sni)i)Ose 
— that of convincinij the worlc 
risen ; and. on the othor hind, t< 
publicity <>t' it, w<mhl liavf »'X|)( 
tlioae books to public detect ion, r 
liave been under the necer^isily of 
vat« affair. 

As to the account of Christ bei 
than five hundred at once, it is Pa 
it,and not the five hundred who say 
It is therefore, the testimony of b. 
that too of a mail, who did not, ; 
same account believe a word of tlic 
at the time it is said to have happ 
deuce, supposing him to have beon 
15th chapter of Corinthians, wher« 
given, is like that of a man, wbn coi 
of justice to Kwear, that what he h. 
fore is false. A man may oflon see 
has too always the right of chan^rii] 
but this liberty does not extend to i 

1 now come \o the last scene, tlu 
flion into heaven. Here all fear of l 
every thing else must necessarily h, 
the question : it was that which, if fi 
the whole ; and upon which the real! 
mission of the disciples was to rest fc 
whether declarations or promises, 1 
private, eitlier irt +V"- — 
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last scene should preclude the possibihtv of denial 
iftd dispute ; and that it should be as I nave stated 
in the lormer part of the Age of Reason as public 
md as visible as the sun at noon day : at least it 
OD^ht to have been as public as the crucifixion is 
reported to have been. But to come to the point. 

In the first place the writer of the book of Mat- 
thew does not say a syllable about it ; neither does 
tne writer of the book of John. This being the case 
is it possible to suppose that those writers, whp af- 
fect to . be even minute in other matters, would 
have been silent upon this, had it been true ? The 
writer of the book of Mark passes it off in a care- 
less, slovenly manner, with a single dash of the pen 
IS if he was tired of romancing, or ashamed of the 
itoxy. So also does the writer of Luke . And even 
between these two, there is not an apparent agree- 
ment, as to the place where this fmal parting is 
aid to have been. 

The book of Mark says, that Christ appeared to 
the eleven as they sat at meat ; alluding to the meet^ 
ing of the eleven at Jerusalem ; he then states the 
conversation that he says passed at that meeting ; 
lad immediately afler says (as a school-boy would 
' finish a dull story) " So then, after the Lord had 
qwken unto them, he was received up into heaven 
ind sat on the light hand of God." But the writer 
of Luke says, that the ascension was from Bethany; 
that he (Christy led them out as far as Bethany, 
and was parted trom them there, and was carried 
up into heaven." So also was Mahomet, and as to 
Moses, the apostle Jude says, ver. 9, That Michael 
and the devil disputed about his body. While we 
belive such fables as these, or eitlier of them we 
believe unworthily of the Almighty. 

I have now gone through the examination of the 
four books ascribed to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John ; and when it is considered that the whole 
space of time, from the crucifixion to what is called 
ine ascension, is but a few days, apparently not 
more than three or four, and that all tlie circumstan- 
ces are reported to have happened nearly about the 
same spot, Jerusalem : it is, 1 believe impossible to 



^ ^vi Lu De quiCK a 
tations I then made were fi 
thev are correct ; and the oj 
ed in tliat work are tho efft'C 
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Testament are impositions \ 
the fall of man — the account 
the Son of God, and of his 
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means, are all fabulous inven 
the wisdom and power of the 
only true religion is deism , bj 
and now mean the belief of om 
tion of his moral character, or t 
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only (so far as religion is couce 
all my hopes of ha]>piness hereal 
— and so help me God. 

But to return to tlie subject. 1 
flible, r.t this distance of time, to 
who were the writers of tlioee fo 
aloueMs sufficient to hold them ii 
we doubt we do not believe) it is 
certain negatively that they were 
persons to whom they are ascri 
dictions in those books demonstr 

First that the writers cannot h 
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Secondly^ that the writers, wlK)cver Uiey weroi 
liaye not acted in concerted imposition, but eacli 
rjv vriter; separately and individually for himself, and 
v^ . vithout the knowledge of the other. 
r^v} The same evidence that applies to prove the one, 
i|]^lies equally to prove both cases ; that is, tliat the 
books were not written by tlie men called apostles, 
J^l ind also that they are not a concerted imposition. . 
As to inspiration, it is altogether out of the ques- 
tion ; we may as well attempt to unite truth and 
fidsehood, as inspiration and contradiction. 
liTour men are eve witnesses and eaf witnesses 
•T." to a scene, they will, without any concert between 
ii ! them, agree as to the time and place when and where 
-■ that scene happened. Their individual knowledge 
^ I of the thing, each one knowing it for himself, ren- 
ii^ hn concert totally unnecessary ; the one will not 
t^f ny it was in a mountain in the country, and the oth- 
i^"! er at a house in .own ; tlie one will not say it was 
ri' at sun rise, and the other tliat is was dark. For in 
hi' vhatever place it was, at whatever time it was, 
Ji: they know it equally alike. ^ 

a-i And, on tiie other hand, if fourxnen concert a sto- 
It; ly, they will make their separate relations of that 
» •' itory agree, and corroborate with each otlier to sup- 
f port the whole. That concert supplies the want of 
ract in tiie one case, as the knowledge of tli^ fact 
supercedes, in tlio other case, the necessity of a con- 
cert. The same contradictions, therefore, that 
prove tliere has been no concert, prove also that 
the reporters had no knowledge of the fact (or rath- 
er of that which tliey relate as a fact^ and detect 
also the falsehood of their reports. Those books, 
therefore, have neither been written by the men 
called apostles, nor by impostors in coAcert.. How 
then have they been written ? 

1 am not one of those who are fond of believing 
there is much of that which is called wilful lying, or 
lying originally ; except in the case of men setting 
up to be prophets, as in the Old Testamant : for pro- 
phesying is lyinjr professionally. In almost all other 
cases, it is not difficult to discover the progress, by 
which even simple supposition, witli the aifl of cre- 
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w Testament has existed ever since the time 
8 Christ, as they suppose that the bopks as- 
x> Moses have existed ever since the time of 
But the fact is historically otherwise ; there 
such book as the New Testament till more 
ree hiipdred years ailer the time that Christ 
to have lived. 

hat time the books ascribed to Matthew, 
Luke and John, began to appear, is altose^- 
.tter of uncertainty. There is not the least 
of evidence of who the persons were that 
lem, nor at what time they were written; and 
ight as well have been called by the namec 
of the other supposed apostles, as by the 
Lhey axe now called. The originals are not 
ossession of any Christian Church existing, 
re tlian the two tables of stone written .on, 
etend, by the finger of Grod, upon mount Si- 
i given to Moses, are in the pooiession of the 
And even if they were, there is no possibii- 
roving the hand writing in either case. At 
le those books were written there was no 
r, and consequently there could be no publi- 
}therwise than by written copies, which any 
ght make or alter at pleasure, and call them 
s. Can we suppose it is consistent with the 
of the Almighty, to commit himself and his 
man, upon such precarious means as these, 
it is consistent we should pin our fSuth upon 
tcertainties ? We cannot make nor alter, nor 
litate, so much as one blade of grass that he 
de, and yet we can make or alter words of 
easily as words of man.* 

3 former part of the Age of Reason has not 
iblished two years, and there is already an 
ion in it that is not mine. The expression is 
:)k of Luke was carried by a majority of one 
ily. It may be true but it is not I that have 
Some person, who might know of the cir- 
iice, liaH added it in a note at tho bottom nf 
e of some of the editions, printed either in 
d or America ; mfH the printers, ailer that. 
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Here we are. Tlie czistenc'e of an Almighty 
power is sufficiently Remonstrated to us, though we 
einnot conceive, as it is impossible we should , the 
•Atnre a«id manner of its existence. We cannot 
eoneeive how we came here otuMellres, and yet we 
know for a fact that we are heret We must know 
also that the power that called us into beings can, if 
be please, and when he pleases, call ui to account 
ferne manner in Which We have lited here ) and, 
tbarafore, without seeking any other motive for the 
Mef, it is rational to believe that he vifillj for we 
know before hand that he can. The probabiUty,V)r 

SbA'poiMibility of the thing is all that we outfit to 
ow ; for if we knew it as a foci, we should be the 
Jtosre slaves of terror ; our belief would have no 
iftvrit ; and our best actions no Virtue. 
< Deism then teaches uS) without the possibility of 
h^ng deceived, ail that is necedsary or proper to 
te known. The creation is the Bible of tne Deist. 
fia thete reads, in the hand-writing of the Creator 
Bm elf^ the certainty of his etistence, and the ini- 
tHftabihty <^ his power, and tfU other Bibles and 
fwtionettti are tb him .forgeries. The probability 
flmX we niay be called to ac<$0nnt hereafter, will, to 
t reflecting mind, have the influence of belief ; for 
j^ is not ourhelief or disbelief that can make or un- 
nake the fact. As thift is the state we are in, and 
viuch it is proper we should be in, as free agents, 
^'m the fool only, and not the philoeopher^ or even 
the prudent man who would live as if there were 
nor God. , 

" But the belief of a God is so weakened by bein;;r 
jnixed with the sttftnge flible of the Chrktian creed, 
f- Mid with the wild adventures related in the Bible, 
and of the obscurity and obscene nonsense of the 
Tesiament, that the mind of man is bewildered as 
4n a fog. Viewing all these thkiga in a confused 
mass, he Confounds fisict with fable ; and oa he can- 
not believe all, he feels a disposition to reject ali. 
But the belief of a God is a belief distinct from all 
ether tlnngs, and ought not to be confounded with 
any. The n<ytion of a Trinity of Gods has enfeel)]ed 
the belief of one God. A multiplication of beliefs 

Id 
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■ Were man impressed as fully and strongly as he 
ODgfat to be, with the belief of a God, his moral life 
vould be regulated by the force of that belief; he 
vonld stand in awe of God and of himself, and 
wmild not do the thing that could not be concealed 
&om either. To give this belief the full opporta- 
Btf ofNforce, it is necessary that it acts alone. This 

Bc^t when according to the Christian Trinitarian 
lAraae, one part of God is represented by a dying 
, and another part called the Holy Ghost, by a 



tjrhuf pigeon, it is impossible that belief can attach 
Ihi^to 8uch|wild conceits.* 

Ithas been the scheme of the Christian church, 
nd of all the other inyented systems of reli^n, to 
kHA man m ignorance of the Creator, as it is of 

E eminent to hold man in ignorance of his rights, 
ittystems of the 6ne are as &lse as those of the 
(Iker, and are calculated for mutual support. The 
iidj of theology, as it stands in christian churches, 
ii the study of nothing ; it is founded on nothing ; it 
vats tmuo principles ; it proceeds by no authorities ; 
%hm no data} it can demonstrate nothing ; and it 
Iduits of no conclusion. Not any thing can be 
Mndied as a science, without onr bein^ in posses- 
Am of the principles upon wliich it is founded ; 
nd as this is not the qase with Christian theology, 
it is therefore stndyin^^ nothing, 
bistead then of studying theology, as is now 4oue, 
oat of the Bible and Testament, the meanings of 
which books are always controverted, and the au- 
tiientieity of which is disproved, it is necessary that 
w^ refer to the Bible of tlie creation. The princi- 

■* * The book called the book of Matthew, say-j, c. 
iii. ver. 16, that the Holy Ghost descended in the 
fhape of a dove. It might as well have said a goose ; 
the creatures are equally harmless, and the one is 
as much a nonsensical lie as the other. The sec- 
ond of Acts, ver. 2, 3, says, that it descended in a 
I mighty rushing wind, in the shape of cloven 
tongues : perhaps it was cloven feet. Such absurd 
itun is only fit tor tales of witches and wizards. 
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mechauicai arts by whicli 
oomfortahle here, are derii 
exalted by the sceue and 
would Increase in gratitudi 
led^e ; his religion Or bis 
nni<«d with hit improren 
ploymant ha followed that 
principles of the creation, i 
ture, of science, (ud of t 
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Th€ni|rh man cannot anriTe, at letat in thin Ufo, 
t the actoal iceBa I luTedMCiibedyhaaandemon- 
biEte it ; beoaoae he has the knowled^of theprin- 
ipleiiaponwIuchUieereaticiniaoonstnicted. We 
know tnat the grfataaiayoifai can be repnaented in 
lK>dely and that the uniYerae can be renreaented by 
4m w^9 means. The aame prinoiplea by which we 
tteaanre an inch, m an acre c^ground^ will measure 
te vtlfiona in extent A <arcle of an inch diameter, 
liptfie aamd geometrical piropertiea as a circle that 
tojdd circnmaeribe the nni? erse. The same pro- 
pitiea of a triangle that will demonstrate n|>on pa- 
fm fhe iBontte of a ship, will do it on the ocean ; 
md wbien applied to* what 'are called heavenly 
KNttea, will ascertain to a minute, the time of an 
idipM, though these bodies are itulUons cF miles 
AiBittfiom ns. Thisiknowledge is of- divine ori- 
m ; and it is from the Bible of the creation that 
mti haft learned it, and not frtnn the stupid Bible 
ftfae church, that teacheth man nothing.* < 



^The Bible makers have undertaken to give us, 
■Iha first chapter of Genesis, an account of the 
fNtion : and m doing this, they have demonstrat- 
Vnothing but their ignorance. Thev miake there 
fihave been three days and three nights, evenin|78 
jid mornings, before there was a son'; when It is 
m presence or absence of the sun that is tlie 
mme of ^y^ aAd night — and what is called his ris- 
W and setting, that of morning and evening, Be- 
Hea, it is a puerile and pitifbl idea, to suppose the 
ttnigfaty to say <'Let there be light." It is the 
■iperative manner of speaking that a. conjurer iia- 
11^ when he says to his cups and balU, Presto, be 
[Me — and most probably has been taken from it« 
[■-Moses and his rod are a conjuror and his^wand. 
I Longinus calls this expression the sublime : and by 
' the same rule the conjurer is sublime too ; for the 
lianner of speakin? is exprestdvely and grammat- 
itelly the same. When authors and critics talk of 
tfke sublime, they see not how nearly it borders on 
Ihe ridiculous. The sublime of the critics, like 
lome parts of Edmund Burke's sublime and beauti- 
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.lettus Ciirifet, nor his 
The Ahiiighty is tlie g 
tlie first philosopher ui 
ence : — Let us then le 
and not let us for^ret tl 

Had we at tliis day i 
and were it possible tha 
I have before describee 
chinerv of tlie universe, 
idea of constructing soi 
cal works we now have 
ed would progressively 
could a liiodel of the uui 
orrery, be presented befo 
his mind would ar.'ve at 
object and such a subject 
him in knowledge useful . 
member of society, as wei 
far better matter for impn 
ledge of, and a belief in tin 
rence and trnititude thatn 
stupid texts of the Hible 
which, be the talents of the 
only stupid sermons can 1: 
preach, let him preach soi 
and from texts that are ki 

The Bible of the creatio 
.Every part of science, wh 
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rv of the universe, with the systems of ani- 
l' vegetable life, or with th« properties pf in- 
3 matter, is a text as well for devotion as for 
pliy — for gratitude as for human improve- 

It will perhaps be said, that if such a rev- 

iii the system of religion takes place, every 
er ought to be a philosopher. — Most certain- 
1 every house of devotion a school of science, 
as been by wandering from the immutable 
' science, and the right use of reason, and 

up an invented thing called revealed reli- 
hat so many wild and blasphemous conceits 
;en formed of the Almighty. The Jews have 
im the assassin of the human specie8,to make 
or the reUgion of the Jews. The Christians 
nade him the murderer of himself, and the 
r of a new religion, to supercede and expe) 
wish religion. And to find pretence and ad- 
n for these things, they must have supposed 
•wer or his wisdom imperfect, or his will 
3able ; and the changeableness of the will is 
perfection of the judgment. The philosopher 

that the laws of the Creator have never 
id with respect either to the principles of sci- 
)r the properties of matter. Why tlien is it 
upposed they have changed with respect to 

re close the subjeci. I have shewn in all the 
ing parts of this \yDrk, that the Bible and 
iient are impositions and forgeries ; anc; I 
the evidence I have produced in proof of it to 
ited, if any one can do it ; and I leave the 
hat are suggested in the conclusion of the 
to rest on the mind of the reader ; certain as 
that when opinions are free, either in mat- 
' government or religion, trutli will finally 
>werfully prevail. 

FINIS. 
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iDodvein him, makes no motive | 
[or loVB on uie otaer put ; and to say ihrt we can 
Ime TOluntBrH^, and withonl a. motive, is nuaaliy 
nnd phj^collj impiweible. 

Morality im injured by jirescribing to it dotoi, 
that, in the fint place, ore inkpoaaible^ be perform- 
ed ; a^d if thny caubl be, would be productive of ' 
evil; or, u betbre said, be pr^uiinina tbrcrime. V 
TliB maiini of doing aa we would be done u 
dnea aotlneliule Ibia atraage doctrine SFlovinc 
emiea \ lor no man etpects to be loved bimael 
his crime or Air his cnuiil/. 

Those Who jireacli thia doolrine of loving' their 
enemies, afe in general the greatest nersecntoiB, 
andthey— *—=-■-■'-'--- ^■— ■■--<--■'- 

should act the Teveree of what it pieacliea. For my 
own pari, I diaown the dnctrine, and consider II ar 
B, t'eigned or tiibulous morality ; yet the mftn doe 
not exist Oiat can say I have peraecnted him , or an] 
set of men, either in the Amerifian Rovolutioi), B 
in llie Prench KevoluLlon ; or that I have, in any 
Case, relamcd eyillbr evil. BntitiB not iccuinbeDl 
an man to reward a Und action with a good 01 
to relum good for evil ; and wherever it is do ^ 
is a volnnteiT act, and not a doty. It is also ibeunl 
to EUppoBB that Each doctrine can make any part "' 
a revealed religion. We imitate the moralehara 
ter of the Uiealor by forbearing with each ollrtr 

for he forbears with all ; but tbia doctrir '■* 

imply that he loved man, not in proporti 
waa good, bat as he was bad. 

If we consider tlia nature of our condition her? , J 
we must see there is no occaaion for such a thing as [ 
revealed religion. What is it we want to know?! 
Does not the creation, the universe we b«bol(I, I 
preach to us the eiiatenco of an Almighty pnweii 
that governs and regulates the whole ? And iaollll 
tlie evidence that this creation holds nut t 
senses infinitely stronger than any Ibini' « 

readinabook, "— — • .— -:-'-■ 1- 

cnll the word ol 



Here we are. Tlie existence of an Alraiglily 
power is sufficiently demonstrated to us, though we 
imnnot conceive) as it is impossible we should, the 
natare a*id manner of its existence. We cannot 
conceive how we came here ourselves, and yet we 
know for a fact that we are herei We must know 
L also that the power that called us into being, can, if 
[ he ^ease, and when he pleases, call us to account 
f Ibruie manner in which we have lived here : and, 
I therefore, without seeking any other motive for the 
' belief, it is rational to believe that he Will, for we 
know before hand that he can. The probability, V)r 
^ven possibility of the thing is all that we ou^ht to 
know ; for if we knew it as a fact, we should be the 
.mere slaves of terror ; our belief would have no 
merit ; and our best actions no Virtue. 

Deism then teaches usj without the possibility of 
being deceived, all that is nece^ary or proper to 
he known. The creation is the Bible of the Deist. 
He there reads, in the hand- writing of the Creator 
Jt UmfleUr, the certainty of his eitistence, and theini- 
"• mutability of his power, and all other Bibles and 
Testaments are td him forgeries. The probability 
that we may be called to ac<idnnt hereafter, will, to 
a reflecting mind, have the influence of belief ; for 
it is not ourheUef or disbelief that can make or un> 
make the fact. As this is the state we are in, and 
which it is proper we should be in, as frcte agents, 
it is the fool only, and not the philosopher, or even 
the prudent man who would live as if there were 
no God. 

But the beUef of a God is so weakened by bein'r 
mixed with the strange fiible of the Christian creed, 
■od with the wild adventures related in the Bible, 
"^ tnd of the obscurity and obscene nonsense of the 
Testament, that the mind of man is bewildered as 
in a fog. Viewing all these things in a 6onfused 
mass, he confounds fact with fable ; and as he can- 
not believe all, he feels a disposition to reject all. 
But the belief of a God is a belief distinct from all 
ether tlnngs, and ought not to be confounded with 
any. The notion of a Trinity qC Groda \vaa «iv^^<s\^«^^ 
tiie belief of one God. A raM\lio\vca\:vow o^\ift\\<^?^^ 



